
Year 3 Rotation  4                                                                                                   1 of   30       
The Baptism of Jesus 

Year 3 Rotation 4 

The Baptism of Jesus 

Overall Objective 
·  The children will learn that John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River. 
·  The children will learn that Jesus’ baptism marks the beginning of his public 

ministry and work as God’s anointed one, the Messiah.   
·  The children will be introduced to The Great Commission as the end of Jesus’ 

earthly ministry. (The Great Commission will be covered in greater detail in a 
separate Workshop Rotation later in the Spring.) 

·  The children will examine the similarities and differences between the different 
accounts of Jesus’ baptism in the four scripture references.  

·  The children will learn how churches today celebrate the sacrament of baptism. 
 
 

Biblical References 
Matthew 3–4:11, Mark1:1-13, Luke 3-4:15, John1:19-35 
 

Memory Verse 
You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased. Luke 3:22 

Biblical Background 

The baptism of Jesus is found in all four gospels, a rarity that few gospel stories 
share.  It is a significant event when a voice in the wilderness is calling for 
repentance and a sinless man enters the waters.  It is even more extraordinary 
when we discover that the man is the Messiah, the Son of God, with whom God 
is well pleased. 
 
Since birth, both John the Baptist and Jesus have been placed in a certain place 
in time to play a certain role.  John is to prepare the way for the coming of the 
Lord.  John follows the pattern of the prophets of the Old Testament.  He dresses 
in the same manner as Elijah.  He doesn’t eat meat or wine.  He is calling the 
people of Israel to repent, to change their ways, to have their lives reflect God’s 
grace.   
 
Jesus enters into the picture.  He was about 30 years old.  The last time anything 
was recorded about his life was when he was twelve years old.  His parents 
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loose track of him and finally find him in the temple.  Jesus’ response is: “Did you 
not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” (Luke 2:49)  At his baptism, he 
enters into this scene of sinners who are repenting.  He enters as a human being 
and yet sinless.  Even as John protests that he is not worthy to baptize Jesus, 
Jesus understands that this is the will of God.  After his baptism, a dove 
descends on Jesus and a voice says “You are my Son, the Beloved, with you I 
am well pleased.” 
 
Our own baptism affirms that God calls each of us a child of God.  As imperfect 
as each one of us is, God still is pleased with us.  The grace that embraces us is 
transforming.  We did not earn this grace.  It was freely given.  What John the 
Baptist says is, Show the world what grace really means!  If you are living within 
the embrace of the one, eternal God, live a life that is an example for others. 
 
Jesus goes off into the wilderness after his baptism.  Jesus contemplates how he 
will reveal his relationship with God…how he will reveal the Kingdom of God.  
Will he turn stones into bread?  Will he worship Satan so that he can control the 
world?  Will he call on the angels in his darkest hour?  He denies all of these 
temptations, focusing on the will of God.   
 
The people of Israel had great expectations for The Messiah.  He would be like 
the great King David; he would recapture the throne and roust out the Romans.  
Israel would once again be a proud nation.  As well, the Messiah would be like a 
Moses, leading the people of Israel back to a time of great awareness of the 
presence of God.  Jesus would defy the expectations and bring a new definition 
to the term messiah.  The Messiah would be a drum major for justice, a voice for 
the poor, blight on the self-righteous, and a paradigm for a new relationship with 
God. 
 
John the Baptist prepared the way.  Jesus did not come to earth in a vacuum.  
God made certain that there was a receptive audience, a core group that would 
listen to Jesus and accept his credibility.  There was a high price to pay for that 
credibility.  That is the next chapter. 
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Workshop Overview 
 

Thou Art 

OVERVIEW 
�  Read the four different accounts of Jesus’ baptism in the scriptures. 
�  Share a brief historical overview of baptism in church history. 
�  Share your local church celebrations. (You will want to speak with the 

Minister as you prepare for this lesson.) 
�  Draw  baptismal cards (to be left at church to be given away to newly 

baptized individuals) or draw a picture reflecting Jesus’ baptism (a good 
alternative for children who want something to take home). 

MATERIAL LIST 
�  Class set of Bibles. (Shepherd) 
�  Blackboard, chalk, eraser (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Construction paper (Teacher) 
�  Scissors (Teacher) 
�  Glue sticks (Teacher) 
�  Markers, crayons (Teacher) 
�  Additional supplies such as stickers, flowers, ribbon, etc are available in 

Thou Art and Pray Per View classroom closets for teachers to use as 
desired.  

ROOM SET-UP 
You will want to have a writing surface for this lesson.  
 

The Tabernacle 

OVERVIEW  
�  Hear John the Baptist speak about his ministry. 
�  Use the baptism liturgy from our church to enact the baptism of a doll. 
�  Do an experiment with paper, water and pens to reveal the meaning of 

baptism. 
�  Do an activity that reveals how God forgives us of our sins. 

 

MATERIAL LIST 
�  Tub of water (Teacher) 
�  Dolls (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Paper towels (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Coffee filters or paper towels (Workshop Coordinator)  
�  Markers (Teacher)  
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�  Small tubs of water (Teacher) 
�  Small plastic Ziploc bags filled with tempera or finger paints (Workshop 

Coordinator) 
�  Hymnal that includes the Order of Worship for Baptism:  make 

photocopies: one set/student (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Gummy worms/bugs (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  John the Baptist costume (Workshop Coordinator) 

 

ROOM SET-UP 
The children should be able to use the benches in The Tabernacle space. Tubs 
of water can be placed on the floor for use during baptism activity. Children can 
kneel on the floor and use their bench as a surface for coffee filter and Ziploc bag 
activities. Be sure to have paper towels available to wipe of benches at the end 
of activities. 

 

Our Acts 

OVERVIEW 
�  Hear the story of John the Baptist and how he baptized Jesus. 
�  Create a puppet show about John’s message based on the song “Bugs for 

Lunch.” 

MATERIAL LIST 
�  People puppets (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Felt coats for the puppets (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Copies of bug puppets (Workshop Coordinator)  
�  Craft Sticks (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  CD of Bugs For Lunch  by Bryan Sirchio (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Crayons/Markers (Teacher) 
�  Stapler/Scotch Tape (Teacher) 
�  Scissors (Teacher) 

 

ROOM SET-UP 
A two tiered puppet stage would be best for this play. 
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Garden of ‘Eatin 

OVERVIEW 
Jesus’ baptism was a symbolic start of his public ministry. A series of temptations 
followed his baptism.  They serve to focus Jesus on the way he will interpret 
God’s will to humankind. In this workshop, the children will: 

�  Read the scriptures of Jesus’ baptism and temptation. 
�  Share the story of stone soup and discussion provided. 
�  Make stone soup for the children to sample. 

MATERIAL LIST 
�  Book: Stone Soup (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Crock Pot (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Soup ingredients (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Styrofoam Bowls (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Plastic Spoons (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Napkins (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Ladle (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Can Opener (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Word Search Puzzle (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Pencils (Teacher) 

ROOM SET-UP 
This workshop can take place in a kitchen or a classroom.  You will be using a 
crock-pot to make the soup and will need a table positioned near an electrical 
outlet. Be sure to leave enough space so that children are not tempted to touch 
the crock pot as it is heating the soup. 
 

Fun & Godly Stuff 

OVERVIEW 
The children will create and play a memory game to reinforce concepts learned 
in this rotation about the baptism of Jesus.  
 
MATERIALS 
�  Bibles (Shepherd) 
�  Memory Card sheets - one set for each child (Workshop Coordinator)  

Ziploc Bag - to store memory cards in (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Scissors (Teacher) 
�  Pencils (Teacher) 
 
ROOM SET UP 
Floor space or table space where pairs of children can spread out their cards to 
play the game Memory. 
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THOU ART 
 
Objective:  
�  The children will learn that John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River. 
�  The children will learn that Jesus’ baptism marks the beginning of his public 

ministry and work as God’s anointed one, the Messiah.   
�  The children will be introduced to The Great Commission as the end of Jesus’ 

earthly ministry. (The Great Commission will be covered in greater detail in a 
separate Workshop Rotation later in the Spring.) 

�  The children will examine the similarities and differences between the 
different accounts of Jesus’ baptism in the four scripture references.  

�  The children will learn how churches today celebrate the sacrament of 
baptism. 

�  The children will make baptismal cards to be given to children and their 
families at upcoming baptisms. 

 
Scripture Reference: Matthew 3–4:11, Mark1:1-13, Luke 3-4:15, John1:19-35 
 
Memory Verse: You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased. Luke 
3:22 
 
Overview: 
�  Read the four different accounts of Jesus’ baptism in the scriptures. 
�  Share a brief historical overview of baptism in church history. 
�  Share your local church celebrations. (You will want to speak with the Minister 

as you prepare for this lesson.) 
�  Draw baptismal cards (to be left at church to be given away to newly baptized 

individuals) or draw a picture reflecting Jesus’ baptism (a good alternative for 
children who want something to take home). 

 
Materials: 

�  Class set of Bibles. (Shepherd) 
�  Blackboard, chalk, eraser (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Construction paper (Teacher) 
�  Scissors (Teacher) 
�  Glue sticks (Teacher) 
�  Markers, crayons (Teacher) 
�  Additional supplies such as stickers, flowers, ribbon, etc are available in 

Thou Art and Pray Per View classroom closets for teachers to use as 
desired.  

 
Setting: 
You will want to have a writing surface for this lesson. 
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Lesson: 

Jesus’ baptism cited in all four gospels. There are similarities and differences 
between the different accounts.  We will read all four accounts and make a chart 
so we can compare them. 
Read the four selections and fill in the chart as you go.  
 
 Matthew Mark Luke John 
Who did the 
baptizing? 

    

Who was in the 
crowd? 

    

When did the Holy 
Spirit descend? 
Who recognized 
the Holy Spirit 

    

What happened 
after the baptism? 

    

 
When the chart is complete, compare the differences. Remember that the 
authors were writing to different audiences and therefore they considered some 
aspects more important than others. 
 
If you had been there, do you think you would have seen the heavens open, the 
dove descend, heard the voice?  Even if you had heard or seen it, would you 
have recognized it as the presence of the Holy Spirit?  If yes, why do you think 
the people present did not? 
 
Let’s dig deeper and look at the two main characters in this Bible story. 
 
John the Baptist is the prominent person in many ways.  He comes from the 
desert dressed in camel’s hair and eating wild locusts and honey. This attire and 
his message, straight from the prophet Isaiah, made a direct connection between 
John and the Hebrew prophets. This connection was important as it opened up 
the ears and hearts of those present to the possibility of the Messiah’s presence 
in their midst. John was clear when the religious leaders questioned him.  He 
was not the Messiah (John 1:19-28). He was there to prepare people’s hearts for 
the coming of the Messiah. 
 
John came with a very particular message for the people. Repent and be 
baptized.  This baptism would be with water and would signify a change in heart 
and a confession of sin. They were to change their lives and be just in all their 
dealings with others. 
   
In three gospel accounts, Matthew, Mark and John, John the Baptist baptized 
Jesus and publicly acknowledged that Jesus was the one for whom he has been 
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preparing the way.  In Luke, John is already in prison when the Holy Spirit 
descends upon Jesus.  It is not clear whether John baptized Jesus or not.  
Generally, when three gospels agree, it is accepted as truth. 
The acknowledgement of the presence of the Holy Spirit is the beginning of 
Jesus’ public ministry.  No longer is he just a man from Galilee; rather he has 
been identified by the Holy Spirit as the Son of God.  
 
John was arrested and eventually killed by King Herod, but that could not undo 
the acts that he had done.  It could not undo the call to repentance or the public 
baptism of Jesus.  People’s hearts were stirred and lives were made ready to 
receive the Messiah.   
 
After Jesus’ death and resurrection, the Holy Spirit gathered his disciples and 
told them to: 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  
Matthew 28:16 

 
This is called the great commission and is one of the primary scriptures that 
influences our practice of baptism in the church today. 
 
Symbolic Exploration: 
There are several symbols that are evident in the story of Jesus’ baptism. 
 
Heaven’s Opened:  
This symbolic language gives us a glimpse at the transcendent nature of God.  At 
this moment the separation between our world and God did not exist.   
 
I wonder how this would look and what we would think was happening if we saw 
it? 
 
Dove: 
The descending dove is a symbol of God’s anointing power. The prophet Isaiah 
says that “the spirit of the Lord shall rest on him (11:2-3). Isaiah 12:5-6 is a 
continuation of what will happen on the day that the Holy Spirit descends on the 
Holy One.   
 
Birds are all around us and yet I wonder which one can open our hearts to the 
presence of the Holy Spirit? 
 
Voice of God: 
The voice of God announces that Jesus is God’s Son.  The question raised is 
who heard the voice:  John, Jesus, the crowd?   
 
I wonder what the voice of God sounds like. 
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Brief Church History: 
At the time of Emperor Constantine (800 CE), infant baptism was common 
practice.  It was one of the ways of uniting the people under the banner of the 
Holy Roman Catholic Church.  As well, it symbolized that no one can earn grace; 
it is granted at birth.   
 
In 1527, a group of Christians gathered in Zurich, Switzerland to consider their 
understanding of the church.  One of the topics seriously discussed was that of 
baptism. Those gathered became the Anabaptist.  They believed that one must 
have awareness, insight and be able to make a personal decision before one 
could be baptized.  This meant that you had to be an adult, not an infant.  They 
practiced “Believers Baptism.” This was an extremely radical statement to make 
at the time.   
Since this time, congregations have continued to explore their understanding of 
the sacrament of Baptism.  In the Church today there are denominations and 
congregations that have infant baptism and those that have adult only baptism. 
Today you will explore how your own congregation understands and practices 
baptism. 
 

How do we understand baptism in our congregation? 

The following questions should be discussed with the Minister prior to class.  You 
may want to invite the Minister or another church leader to facilitate this 
discussion with the class. 
 
Who can be baptized in our congregation? 
Who can perform the sacrament? 
Do we recognize baptisms from other congregations/denominations? 
What are the requirements for baptism, in terms of age and belief? 
How are people baptized?  Immersion, sprinkling, pouring? 
Where is the sacrament performed?  In the congregation or privately? 
Do we have godparents or sponsors?  If so, what are their roles? 
What words do we use for baptism and where do they come from? 
 
Reflection Activity: 
 
Option 1: Create cards welcoming the newly-baptized into the family of Christ. 
 
Option 2: Draw pictures of Jesus’ Baptism.  This could be done comic-strip style 
with several frames to cover the whole story. 
 
 
Closing Prayer: 
God, who not only created all, but also separated the water from the dry land, we 
give you thanks for the sacrament of baptism. Through this sacrament, we 
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dedicate ourselves to you and our sins are forgiven. Our lives will reflect your will 
in our world as we strive to follow the teachings of Jesus, your son and our 
Savior, the Messiah.  Amen. 
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THE TABERNACLE 
 
The Spirit of God descends like a dove upon Jesus at his baptism, saying, “This 
is my son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Anointed One.  Jesus will redefine the definition of messiah for Israel in his 
ministry, death and resurrection.   
 
Scripture:  Matthew 3:1-4:11, Mark 1:1-12, Luke 3:1-22, John 1:19-34 
 
Memory Verse: You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased. Luke 
3:22 
 
Objectives:  

�  In this lesson, the children will learn that: 
o John the Baptist was a prophet who prepared the nation of Israel 

for the coming of the Messiah. 
o John the Baptist called people to confess their sins, repent and be 

baptized. 
o John baptized Jesus. 
o When Jesus was baptized, he heard a voice saying, “This is my 

Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
o Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ, the Son of God. 
o Jesus’ baptism and temptations in the wilderness pointed to his 

ministry. 
o There is a purpose to the way that baptism is performed in the local 

church. 
�  The children will hear John the Baptist speak about his ministry. 
�  The children will use the baptism liturgy from our church to enact the 

baptism of a doll 
�  The children will do an experiment with paper, water and pens to reveal 

the meaning of baptism. 
�  The children will do an activity that reveals how God forgives us of our 

sins. 
 
Materials: 

�  Tub of water (Teacher) 
�  Dolls (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Coffee filters or paper towels (Workshop Coordinator)  
�  Markers (Teacher)  
�  Small tubs of water (Teacher) 
�  Small plastic Ziploc bags filled with tempera or finger paints (Workshop 

Coordinator) 
�  Hymnal that includes the Order of Worship for Baptism:  make 

photocopies: one set/student (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Gummy worms/bugs (Workshop Coordinator) 
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�  John the Baptist costume (Workshop Coordinator) 

 
It would be great if you could find a costume that looked like camel hair.  Also, 
find some gummy insects to eat as well as honey to enhance the effect of your 
wilderness existence. 
 
In advance, prepare how you will present the Order of Worship for the baptism 
enactment. 
Highlight some of the key phrases (perhaps “The sacrament of baptism is an 
outward and visible sign of the grace of God.”)  Highlight the questions and 
answers.  Be aware of the way that your local church performs a baptism 
ceremony:  is a cross made on the forehead with water, is the head rubbed with 
the whole palm of the hand, is the whole body submerged? 
 
Lesson: 
 
Start the class as John the Baptist, in first person. (Use attached John the Baptist 
Script and then move into discussion.) 
 
Discussion: 
1. John the Baptist calls us to repent.  That means to change the direction of our 

lives.  Even those of you who are young have a sense of right and wrong, 
what is fair and what isn’t.  When we sense that our own actions have caused 
an injustice, that is when we are asked to repent, to change our direction, to 
start a new behavior.   

2. Sometimes, the bad things that we do to people seem to haunt us…they keep 
coming back to us in our daily lives.  Sometimes we feel like we did the right 
thing; other times we feel bad about it.  What if we could start all over and do 
it again?  But we can’t turn back the clock.  What if we could say to God, “I’m 
sorry.  I learned from my mistake.  Please forgive me.  I won’t do it again.” 

3. What if God came up with a way to show us that God forgave us for what we 
did?  That is what happened in the Jordan River with John the Baptist.  As 
people confessed their sins and allowed the water of the river to wash over 
them, they felt that their sins had been washed away and that they had a new 
beginning. 

4. Today, we baptize people because our church believes that ………………  
(reflect the purpose of baptism in your church.  Does it welcome the new 
infant into the congregation, hoping that the child will develop into someone 

Notes to Teachers: 
It is imperative that you talk with your minister about the purpose of baptism in your 
denomination.  The difference between adult and infant baptism is significant.  That 
approach must be reflected in this lesson.   
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who is recognized as a Christian.  Or is the person an adult who wishes to 
affirm a relationship with Jesus Christ?) 

5. Regardless of the purpose of baptism in your congregation, as a Christian, we 
are expected to live a life that reveals the daily grace under which we all live.   

 
We are going to enact the baptism service in our church with these dolls.  There 
is more to it than simply sprinkling some water on a baby’s head.  There is 
involvement from the parents, sometimes godparents, and the congregation.   
·  Look at the Order of Worship for baptism and briefly discuss it: 

What does this sentence mean:  The sacrament of baptism is an outward 
and visible sign of the grace of God. 

 What questions are asked of the parents? 
 What questions are asked of the congregation? 
·  What does the minister say when s/he baptizes the baby? 
·  Now, everyone hold their baby doll. We are going to pretend that you are the 

minister.   
Walk the class through the way in which your local church performs a 
baptism. 

 
Let’s do an experiment to show you what we are talking about: 
a. take a coffee filter/paper towel and rub one end with a marker 
b. lightly dip the marked end into the tub of water 
c. what happens? 
 
This is what happens with baptism: 
a. If you believe in infant baptism, we are expected to live in a way that reflects 

our baptism. The water allows our spirit to flow throughout humanity, 
revealing the spirit of God in every one of our actions. 

  
There was a woman by the name of Corrie ten Boom.  She was a Christian 
survivor of the Holocaust, having been interned for sheltering Jews.  After WWII 
was over, she would make speeches.  She knew that forgiveness was the 
answer to bringing us back to a fullness of life.  She would tell this brief story.  
“When we confess our sins, God casts them into the deepest ocean, gone 
forever.  And even though I cannot find a scripture for it, I believe God then 
places a sign out there that says, “NO FISHING ALLOWED.” 
 
That is GRACE.  God forgives us of our sins.  We are expected to live a life that 
shows that grace. 
 
Let’s do another activity that shows you how this works. 
1. Hand out ziploc baggies of paint. 
2. Ask the class to paint a picture of sometime in their lives when they think they 

did something wrong, something that God would not like them to do.  This is 
very private.  No one can look at the picture. 

3. Now, say out loud, “This is my child, with whom I am well pleased.” 



Year 3 Rotation  4                                                                                                   14 of   30       
The Baptism of Jesus 

4. Tell the class to erase their picture. 
5. Now tell the class to go and act the way that God wants them to act. 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Dear God, when you sent your only son to us to walk among us, you showed us 
how you want us to live.  Please help us to live in a manner that pleases you and 
that reflects the love you hold for each one of us.  Amen 
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John the Baptist Script 

 
I am John, son of Zechariah and Elizabeth, also known as John the Baptist. 
 As you see, I am dressed in camel’s hair. 

  You may have even heard that I eat weird things. 
   But you know, I live in the wilderness. 
    I eat what God provides. 
   Right now, God is providing locusts and wild honey. 
 I am a prophet. 
  Just like Elijah and Isaiah. 
   None of us prophets eat meat or drink wine. 
    
My story, as does yours, starts with my parents. 
 My dad was a priest in the Temple. 

He and my mom, Elizabeth, had wanted children for a long time. 
   But they got old and gave up on the idea. 

 
One day my dad was at the temple, 

doing his thing, 
  praying, 
   taking his turn at the daily services, 
    burning incense at the altar. 
 
When an angel of the Lord, named Gabriel, appeared to him, and said, 
 “Fear not, Zechariah! 
  God has heard your prayer 
   and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son. 

    You are to name him John.” 
 (In a whisper, ‘That’s me.’) 
   God named me.  

Do you want to know what the name “John” means? 
 It means “God shows grace”. 

 Isn’t that awesome! 
  You’ll see later in my story why this name is truly the person I am. 
 
The angel went on to say that I would be great in the Lord’s sight. 
 From my very birth, I would be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
  I would bring many people back to the Lord. 
   I would get the people ready for the Lord to appear on this 
earth. 
 
Well, my father just couldn’t believe this news. 
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 He and Elizabeth were old! 
  They couldn’t have children anymore. 
   They were old enough to have grandchildren! 
 
Gabriel was wanted to prove to my dad that this new was true 
 and so the angel struck him dumb, 
  unable to speak until the day I was born. 
 
And do you know, my mom did become pregnant 
 and my dad couldn’t speak for the whole time. 
 
When my mom was six months pregnant with me, 
 her cousin, Mary, came to her. 
  She too had been visited by the angel, Gabriel, 
   who announced an unexpected birth. 
 
My mother knew immediately that Mary was carrying 
 our Lord, 
  the Son of God. 
 
We both knew our futures from birth. 
 We really didn’t have much choice in the matter. 
  I knew from the time I could walk and talk 
   that I was preparing the way for the Messiah, 
    the Son of God. 
 
I was the voice in the wilderness. 
 I was the prophet, 
  proclaiming the need to repent  
   to prepare the way for the Lord to arrive 
    because the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand. 
 
I went to the Jordan River 
 and called people to change their ways 
  and turn to the way God wanted them to behave. 
 I called them to be god-centered. 
  I said, “Repent, 
   for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
    “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
     make his paths straight.” 
 
People would come to me as I stood in the Jordan River. 
 They would enter the water and confess their sins. 
  I would “baptize” them with water. 
   I then expected that they would start a new life, 
    a life that reflected that God had forgiven them, 
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     a life that showed that they walked within 
      the embrace of God’s grace. 
 
 
They would ask me how to do that.  I told them, 
 “Whoever has two shirts must give one to the man who has none, 
  and whoever has food must share it.” 
 I counseled tax collectors and soldiers. 
  I told them how to be right with God. 
 They wanted to be right with God. 
  I just showed them the way. 
 
Some people thought that I was the Messiah, 
 the Son of God. 
  But no! 
   I was only the messenger. 
 
I baptized with water. 
 The Son of God would baptize with the Holy Spirit. 
  I knew that the messiah was coming. 
   I knew that I was his messenger. 
 
Indeed, the messiah did come. 
 I had baptized many people that day. 
  When he stepped into the water, 
   I did not recognize him as my cousin. 
    I knew him as the Lord,  

the messiah whose path I had been preparing. 
 
Some people remember that I said, 
 “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 
  Others remember me saying, 
   “I should be baptized by you  and yet you come to me!” 

Still others remember that I said, 
 “I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of this sandals.” 

 
But Jesus told me to baptize him. 
 Then the heavens opened up 
  and a dove descended upon him 
   and a voice came from the sky, 
    “This is my Son, the beloved, 
     with whom I am well pleased.” 
 
My whole life passed before me. 
 I had been preparing for this moment 
  and it had finally arrived. 
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   I was part of a divine plan. 
    Somehow God had picked me to prepare the way, 
     had prepared me to precede Jesus. 
 
We don’t have any choices about 
 to whom we are  born 
  or where we are born 
   or how we respond to our parent’s directives. 
 
But I fully accepted that my role was to be 
 the messenger for the arrival of the Son of God. 
 
Our roads crossed at the baptism of Jesus. 
 His road took him to a fulfilling ministry 
  and then an untimely and sacrificial death. 
 
My road, oddly enough, 
 took me along a similar path. 
  
I had made an enemy of Herod and his family. 
 He first put me in prison. 
  And then Herod’s wife, 
   through great trickery, 

    asked for my head…on a plate! 
 
Don’t you see, 
 I had no choice, 
  From birth, I was raised as a prophet. 
   Prophets are never popular. 
    They make the everyday person 
     look at their own everyday actions 
      to see how their everyday acts 
       are causing harm. 
 
I couldn’t back down about my mission. 
 I had to prepare the way for the Lord to come to earth  

 and to walk among us. 
   I was chosen to prepare a people 
    to be receptive to the living word of God. 
 
I wonder what role God has in mind for each one of you. 
 Does God want YOU to prepare the way for others to hear about Jesus? 
 Does God want YOU to be open to hear about Jesus? 
 Is there anything that YOU do that shows that you even know about 
Jesus? 



Year 3 Rotation  4                                                                                                   19 of   30       
The Baptism of Jesus 

OUR ACTS 
 
Objective:  
�  The students will hear the story of John the Baptist and how he baptized 

Jesus. 
�  The students will learn that John the Baptist was a prophet from God. 
�  The students will learn that John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River 
�  The students will learn that this baptism marked the beginning of Jesus’ 

public ministry. 
�  The students will create a puppet show about John’s message based on the 

song “Bugs for Lunch.” 
 
 
Scripture Reference:  Matthew 3–4:11, Mark1: 1-13, Luke 3-4:15, John1: 19-35 
 
Memory Verse: You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased. Luke 
3:22 
 
Materials: 
�  People puppets (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Felt coats for the puppets (2 per puppet) 
�  Copies of bug puppets (Workshop Coordinator)  
�  Craft Sticks (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  CD of Bugs For Lunch  by Bryan Sirchio (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Crayons/Markers (Teacher) 
�  Stapler/Scotch Tape (Teacher) 
�  Scissors (Teacher) 
 
Setting: 
A two tiered puppet stage would be best for this play. 
 
Lesson: 
Read the story in the Bible from Mark1:1-13.  This is the most condensed version 
of Jesus’ baptism.    
 
In our lesson today we will focus on John the Baptist.  He enters the story 
dressed in camel’s hair and eating wild locusts and honey. Centuries earlier, the 
great Hebrew prophet, Isaiah, foretold that someone like John would come on 
the scene just before the Messiah would appear.  Listen to what Isaiah said: 

  
See I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the 
way of the Lord, Make his paths straight.  
 

This connection was important as it opened up the ears and hearts of those 
present to the possibility of the Messiah’s presence in their midst. John was clear 
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when the religious leaders questioned him.  He was NOT the Messiah (John 
1:19-28). He was there to prepare people’s hearts for the coming of the Messiah. 
  
John came with a very particular message for the people. Repent and be 
baptized.  This baptism would be with water and would signify a change in heart 
and a confession of sin. They were to repent, meaning that they were supposed 
to change the direction of their lives and be just in all their dealings with others.   
 
John was arrested and eventually killed by King Herod, but that could not undo 
the acts that he had done.  People’s hearts were stirred and lives were made 
ready to receive the Messiah.  After Jesus’ death and resurrection, he gathered 
his disciples together and told them to  
 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  
Matthew 28:16 

 
It is important to know that John’s preaching was done at a time when the Holy 
Lands were in Roman control.  The people had come to a variety of levels of 
acceptance of this situation.  Some people benefited from the foreign control.  
Others felt they were oppressed and wanted to be rid of the Roman rule. These 
different desires were also fueled by the many different expectations of a 
Messiah.   

Some of the expectations were that the Messiah would be:  
�  Someone who would lead the people back to true worship of God 
�  Someone who would deliver them from Roman rule so they could 

govern themselves. 
�  Someone who would raise an army and become the successor of 

King David. 
�   Someone who would use religious reasoning to accomplish political 

gains. 
�  Someone like Moses who would be God’s spokesperson. 
�  Someone who would initiate the end of time (apocalypse). 

 
As you can see, these were very different expectations.  Both John and Jesus 
were aware of the conflicts. It was because of these different expectations that 
John spoke so strongly to the people. He accused them of coming to repent only 
to save themselves if the world were to end.  He knew their hearts were not all 
ready to be devoted only to God. He told them what they needed to do in order to 
be ready. They had to change their way of looking at the world and focus on the 
way God wanted them to live.  People wondered if John were the Messiah.  He 
assured them that he was not.   The one they were seeking would come soon.   
 
It is important to understand the role of baptism in Jesus’ time.  Baptism was 
used as a rite of purification amongst those who wished to become Jews. 



Year 3 Rotation  4                                                                                                   21 of   30       
The Baptism of Jesus 

Normally someone who was born Jewish would not be baptized.  John used 
baptism as a way to show the people that God’s grace was already extended to 
them but they must respond to that grace. They needed to be ready for the 
Kingdom of God.   They must turn from their selfish ways and the laws of man 
and act according to the laws of God.   Through baptism people recognized their 
sin and they were forgiven. It is important to understand what it means that Jesus 
was baptized.  This act connects him with all other people.  He accepts the grace 
of God extended to him through the act of baptism.  He acknowledges the need 
to focus on God’s will, not his own will or the will of the people around him.  His 
time of temptation in the wilderness following his baptism solidifies this 
commitment.  
 
Puppet Show Directions: 
Today’s puppet show will be based on a song entitled “Bugs for Lunch” by Brian 
Sirchio.  It is a song that will help us remember that John’s messenger came first 
and that we have to act on our faith.  We have to be ready to recognize that we 
are not doing the right things and change our behaviors.  We also have to be 
generous and kind to others.   
 
You will need several “people” puppets to sing the verses.  Having a puppet 
designated as John the Baptist would be good. You could put a nametag on him 
or add a costume of fake fur to make sure people knew who he was.   This 
puppet would then lead the choir singing the verses.  The bug puppets will sing 
the refrain. 
 
You will need to create several bug puppets in advance as well as several coats 
for the people puppets to give to each other.  Instructions are at the end of the 
lesson. 
 
Listen to the song all the way through.  If you have participants who can read, 
you may want to write the words of the song on a large poster so they can all 
sing along.  It is a fun and catchy tune.  
 
1st Verse:  One solo puppet: If you have a John the Baptist puppet, this should be 
the solo puppet.  Have him act proud at the opening of the song when Jesus 
says he is the greatest man on earth.  
 
Verse 2:  All the other people puppets pop up and face stage left.   
 
Begin to “walk” towards the right.  When the song says to go the other way, turn 
sharply left and walk to the left.   
 
Half of the puppets should have an extra coat in hand.  They can give it to one of 
the puppets that does not have a coat. 
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Refrain: This is when the bugs pop up behind the second tier.  They should hop 
around and the “people” puppets should turn side to side for the yuck, yuck, yuck 
line.  
 
Additional Props: (optional) 

One way arrow – on one side say Wrong Way, on the other side say Jesus Way 
Large cross – put this up when the song says Prepare the Way. 
 
Bug Puppets: (Some bug puppets will be prepared in advance for this rotation. 
Copies of bug patterns will be available as a time filler. If time permits, children 
can make their own bug to take home as a reminder of the lesson.) 

Puppet Coats 
Make a large + of felt that will be wide enough to cover the width of the puppet.  
The arms should be wide enough so that when they are folded and sewn, they 
can actually go on the puppets. 
  
Adjust the pattern to the size of your puppets.  Cut out one for each puppet.  Cut 
the top section along the dotted and dashed line. Cut out the circle to create a 
neck opening.  Fold the top down and sew along the dashed line.  
 
Closing Prayer: 
God, it seems strange to sing about eating bugs, but this fun song helps us 
remember John’s message that we should prepare the way for Jesus to be a part 
of our lives.  Keep us close as we work together to learn the stories of faith and 
how to live a life filled with the knowledge that you love us so much that you sent 
your only son, our Lord and Savior, the Messiah, Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

Bryan Sirchio 
"Bugs For Lunch!"  

Jesus said John the Baptist was great 
The greatest man who ever lived 
And if old John was with us today 
he©d tell us something like this 

(Chorus) 
If you©re on the wrong road 
Go the other way! 
If you©ve got two coats give one away! 
When Jesus comes 
Prepare the way! 
And don©t forget your bugs! 
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(2nd Chorus) 
He ate bugs for lunch! Yuck! Yuck! Yuck! (repeat 3 times) 
John the Baptist ate bugs for lunch! 

  

 
Words & Music by Bryan C. Sirchio 
© 1991 Crosswind Music Ministries 

All Rights Reserved - www.sirchio.com 
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GARDEN OF ‘EATIN 
 
 
Scripture Verse: Luke 3:1-22, 4:1-15 
 
Memory Verse: You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased. Luke 
3:22 
 
Overview: 
Jesus’ baptism was a symbolic start of his public ministry. A series of temptations 
followed his baptism.  They serve to focus Jesus on the way he will interpret 
God’s will to humankind. In this workshop, the children will: 
·  Read the scriptures of Jesus’ baptism and temptation. 
·  Share the story of stone soup and discussion provided. 
·  Make stone soup for the children to sample. 
 
Objective: 

�  The students will read the scriptures of Jesus’ baptism and temptation. 
o Main points: 

�  John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River the Baptist. 
�  After his baptism, John went into the desert wilderness. 
�  In the desert, Jesus experienced three temptations. 
�  Jesus rebuked the tempter each time. 

�  The students will listen to the story of Stone Soup 
�  The students will discuss the story of Stone Soup and the parallels to the 

teachings from Jesus’ baptism and temptation. 
 
Setting: This can take place in a kitchen or a classroom.  You can use a crock-
pot if you are making soup.   
 
Materials: 
Book: Stone Soup (Workshop Coordinator) 
Crock Pot (Workshop Coordinator) 
Soup ingredients (Workshop Coordinator) 
Styrofoam Bowls (Workshop Coordinator) 
Plastic Spoons (Workshop Coordinator) 
Napkins (Workshop Coordinator) 
Ladle (Workshop Coordinator) 
Can Opener (Workshop Coordinator) 
Word Search Puzzle (Workshop Coordinator) 
Pencils (Teacher) 
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Lesson: 
The story of Jesus’ baptism appears in the beginning chapters of each of the 
gospels.  In all the gospels, it is the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. Three 
gospel authors included a period of time when Jesus was in the desert. 
 
The temptation event is included in three of the four gospels (Matthew 4:1-11, 
Mark 1:1-21, Luke 4:1-13).  In all the narratives, the temptation follows the 
baptism event and takes place in the wilderness.  This removal from society 
marks a period of deep introspection for Jesus.   The narratives in both Matthew 
(4:1-11) and Luke (4:1-11) list three temptations by Satan; turn stones into bread, 
throw yourself from the pinnacle of the Temple and be given all the kingdoms of 
the world. Mark states simply, “and he was in the wilderness forty days, tempted 
by Satan and he was with the wild beast and the angels waited on him.” (Mark 
1:14) 
 
Satan came to Jesus and first tempted him to use his power to feed himself. 
Understandably Jesus was very hungry, and bread would have been welcome 
but – Jesus knew that he was here to meet the deepest needs of the people. 
People need food – Jesus could solve the problem of hunger. This hunger for 
bread, however, was not the universal problem.  What else could people hunger 
for that Jesus could provide?  The deepest need of humankind is to live a life 
with a sense of fullness and in right relationship to God.  According to both 
Matthew and Luke, the retort was “It is written that man shall not live by bread 
alone.” Matthew adds to this saying; “but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God.”  Jesus knows his job is to fill people’s deepest hungers with the 
bread of life.  
 
The temptation at the temple is in both Matthew and Luke.  The actual wording of 
the two accounts is extremely close. This is a temptation of sensationalism. By 
wowing the public, Jesus could quickly have a large following. Jesus again must 
have contemplated the true needs of the people. There were magicians around; 
people’s lives were not better because of them. No, magic was not the answer.  
Miracles for the sake of proving authority were never done by Jesus.  He 
performed miracles for glory of God. Jesus’ reply to Satan this time is “You shall 
not tempt the Lord your God.” 
 
The third temptation is the possession of all the kingdoms of the world.  This is 
the climactic episode in the book of Matthew. Matthew’s writing addresses the 
community outside of Jerusalem, yet one that hoped that Israel would once again 
join the ranks of a world leader.  One of the visions of a Messiah was a ruler that 
would restore Israel to her former glory.  Jesus was well aware of that fact but 
also understood that the Kingdom of God superseded any needs of the people to 
be in control. The reply to this temptation was “You shall worship the Lord your 
God and him only shall you serve.” 
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The account of the temptation in Mark is very short. It, like the others, places 
Jesus in the wilderness.  This wilderness was most likely the desert between the 
Jordan River and the Dead Sea. The other place of wilderness for Jesus was 
inside himself. He had just received the Holy Spirit at his baptism and in contrast 
was not alone in a bleak and inhospitable place. For Mark, the physical contrast 
was a symbol for the struggle within Jesus. 
 
There are times in our lives when we are tempted: 

�  tempted to go with the easy fix for a problem 
�  tempted to act in ways that draw attention to ourselves 
�  tempted to relish the power we have over others. 

 
Jesus models for us what to do in these situations – trust in God. 
 
Stone Soup, A story: 
In the story today we will meet some character who made people realize that 
they had fallen for these temptations. Let’s hear the story and see if we can 
figure out who was tempted. 
(Share the version of the story of Stone Soup) 
Here is a general overview: 

�  Hungry soldiers approach the town. 
�  Townsfolk hide their food and lock their doors so they don’t have to share 

their scarce resources. 
�  The soldiers know that the people’s hearts can be opened. 
�  The people’s hearts do open and find richness in their food and friendship 

that they would not have found if it had not been to the soldier’s creative 
approach. 

  
As the soldiers approached the town, the people fell for the temptation of being 
selfish.  This is similar to the first temptation that Jesus experienced in the desert.  
The people wanted to be sure they were okay and were not able to open their 
hearts to the strangers in their midst. 
 
The scriptures direct us to feed a deeper need than stomach hunger. The 
soldiers were hungry, and even though they were concerned about getting food, 
they saw that the people had a deeper need.  They needed to have their hearts 
(and cupboards) opened to not only the strangers but to one another as well. 
 
 
Making Soup 
Due to time constraints, we will be making a very simple version of stone soup. A 
variety of canned stock and soup ingredients will be available. The teacher can 
pass out individual ingredients to children to hold during the story. As the story is 
read, children can add the ingredients to the crock pot at the appropriate time. As 
the soup heats up, have discussion time with the children. When the soup is 
heated, give each child a sample. 
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Discussion: 
�  What did John the Baptist ask the people to do if they had two of 

something?   
�  What did the soldiers have the people in the story do? 
�  What were their results?  
�  Do you think we could do the same? 
�  Remind the children that if each ingredient were the only thing we had, our 

soup would not be very good.  We need every person to share what he or 
she has so that we can make good and nutritious soup.  

 
A simple word search puzzle related to this rotation will be available as a time 
filler if additional time is needed for the soup to warm. 
 
 
Closing Prayer: 
Gracious God, we give you thanks for the message that John gave us – that we 
should be generous and kind to others and that our hearts must be turned in the 
direction of God at all times.  This time of year we see hearts around us 
everywhere.  They can remind us that you love the world so much that you gave 
your only son, so that whoever believes in him will not perish but have eternal 
life.  Amen. 
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FUN & GODLY STUFF 
 
Scripture:  Mark 1: 1-13 
 
Additional scripture reference: Matthew 3–4:11, Mark1: 1-13, Luke 3-4:15, 
John1: 19-35 
 
Memory Verse:  You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased. Luke 
3:22 
  
Objective:  
�  The students will learn that: 

·  John the Baptist was a prophet who prepared the nation of Israel for the 
coming of the Messiah. 

·  John the Baptist called people to confess their sins, repent and be 
baptized. 

·  John baptized Jesus in the Jordan River. 
·  when Jesus was baptized, he heard a voice saying, “This is my Son, my 

Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
·  Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 

�  Create and play a memory game to reinforce concepts learned in this rotation 
as they relate to the baptism of Jesus. 

 
Materials: 
�  Bibles (Shepherd) 
�  Memory Card sheets - one set for each child (Workshop Coordinator)  

Ziploc Bag - to store memory cards in (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Scissors (Teacher) 
�  Pencils (Teacher) 
 
Lesson: 
Today we are going to make and play the game Memory. The game will be 
based on what we are learning about Jesus’ baptism. Open your Bibles to Mark. 
This is the most condensed version of Jesus’ baptism. Be sure to note for the 
children that the story of Jesus’ baptism is found in all four gospels (Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John)  - children who have been through the Thou Art rotation 
should already know this. Remind the children to listen very carefully, as 
information from the reading and discussion might help them later as they play 
the memory game. Read the story in the Bible from Mark1:1-13.   
 
In our lesson today we will focus on John the Baptist.  He enters the story 
dressed in camel’s hair and eating wild locusts and honey. Centuries earlier, the 
great Hebrew prophet, Isaiah, foretold that someone like John would come on 
the scene just before the Messiah would appear.  Listen to what Isaiah said: 
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See I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the 
way of the Lord, Make his paths straight.  
 

This connection was important as it opened up the ears and hearts of those 
present to the possibility of the Messiah’s presence in their midst. John was clear 
when the religious leaders questioned him.  He was NOT the Messiah (John 
1:19-28). He was there to prepare people’s hearts for the coming of the Messiah. 
  
John came with a very particular message for the people. Repent and be 
baptized.  This baptism would be with water and would signify a change in heart 
and a confession of sin. They were to repent, meaning that they were supposed 
to change the direction of their lives and be just in all their dealings with others.   
 
John was arrested and eventually killed by King Herod, but that could not undo 
the acts that he had done.  People’s hearts were stirred and lives were made 
ready to receive the Messiah.  After Jesus’ death and resurrection, he gathered 
his disciples together and told them to  

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.  
Matthew 28:16 

 
It is important to know that John’s preaching was done at a time when the Holy 
Lands were in Roman control.  The people had come to a variety of levels of 
acceptance of this situation.  Some people benefited from the foreign control.  
Others felt they were oppressed and wanted to be rid of the Roman rule. These 
different desires were also fueled by the many different expectations of a 
Messiah.   

Some of the expectations were that the Messiah would be:  
�  Someone who would lead the people back to true worship of God 
�  Someone who would deliver them from Roman rule so they could 

govern themselves. 
�  Someone who would raise an army and become the successor of 

King David. 
�   Someone who would use religious reasoning to accomplish political 

gains. 
�  Someone like Moses who would be God’s spokesperson. 
�  Someone who would initiate the end of time (apocalypse). 

 
As you can see, these were very different expectations.  Both John and Jesus 
were aware of the conflicts. It was because of these different expectations that 
John spoke so strongly to the people. He accused them of coming to repent only 
to save themselves if the world were to end.  He knew their hearts were not all 
ready to be devoted only to God. He told them what they needed to do in order to 
be ready. They had to change their way of looking at the world and focus on the 
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way God wanted them to live.  People wondered if John were the Messiah.  He 
assured them that he was not.   The one they were seeking would come soon.   
 
It is important to understand the role of baptism in Jesus’ time.  Baptism was 
used as a rite of purification amongst those who wished to become Jews. 
Normally someone who was born Jewish would not be baptized.  John used 
baptism as a way to show the people that God’s grace was already extended to 
them but they must respond to that grace. They needed to be ready for the 
Kingdom of God.   They must turn from their selfish ways and the laws of man 
and act according to the laws of God.   Through baptism people recognized their 
sin and they were forgiven. It is important to understand what it means that Jesus 
was baptized.  This act connects him with all other people.  He accepts the grace 
of God extended to him through the act of baptism.  He acknowledges the need 
to focus on God’s will, not his own will or the will of the people around him.  His 
time of temptation in the wilderness following his baptism solidifies this 
commitment.  
 
 
Closing Prayer: 
God, we give you thanks for the sacrament of baptism. Through this sacrament, 
we dedicate ourselves to you and our sins are forgiven. Our lives will reflect your 
will in our world as we strive to follow the teachings of Jesus, your son and our 
Savior, the Messiah.  Amen. 
 


