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Year 3, Rotation 3

Jesus as the Fulfillment of the
Prophecies

Overall Objectives

During this five-week rotation, students will learn about the birth of Jesus
and his fulfillment of the prophecies.

The children will study Matthew and Luke and learn the different stories
told about the birth of Jesus.

The children will learn that their own lives can bring glory to God,
revealing our relationship with a living God, with a God who walked with
us.

The children will learn that Christmas points to Easter, birth points to life
and death, and the nativity scene is just the beginning of a miraculous
story about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

Biblical References
Matthew 1:18-2:12, Luke 1:26-38, 2:1-20

Memory Verse

Luke 2:30-31
My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples.

Biblical Background

As magical as the story of the birth of Jesus is, it is the juncture of where one roads
merges into another. Since the time of Samuel, the Hebrew prophets have been
proclaiming the coming of a messiah. The birth is the culmination of many of those
prophecies; it is also the starting point for those prophecies about his ministry and his
death. This birth that is so full of mystery points the way to a life that will be anything but
ordinary.

Only two of the four gospels use the birth of Jesus as an event that was significant in the
life of Jesus. Angels play a significant role as messengers of the Lord proclaiming the
good news. The only detail that they share is that Jesus was born in Bethlehem. After
that, the gospels write two very different stories.

The Gospel of Matthew
™. Focuses his text in the direction that Jesus Christ is the messiah, the one whom
Hebrew prophets have been anticipating for hundreds of years. Regularly, the
text says that (x) happened to fulfill the scriptures of the prophets. Matthew is
writing to a Jewish audience who is looking for confirmation of scripture.
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®. Reveals that the magi visited the Holy Family. These are regal figures who

present gifts of great value, kneeling at the manger in homage to a king. They
even ask Herod, Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?
Where is the boy who will take the throne of David and return Israel to its former
glory?

Traces the family roots of Jesus back to Abraham, showing Jesus to be solidly
entrenched with the patriarchs of the faith and that he is linked with the covenant.

The Gospel of Luke has a very different emphasis.

It begins the story with the birth of John the Baptist, the one who will prepare the
way for the Lord. It juxtaposes the miracle of a birth to two people who are too
old to bear children, Zechariah and Elizabeth, with the birth to a girl who is too
young, Mary. Nothing is impossible for the Lord.

The shepherds are the visitors to the manger. Jesus came into this world to be a
voice to the poor, the oppressed, and the sick. He would have a ministry of
justice, bringing the kingdom of God to all people.

Eight days after Jesus birth, Mary and Joseph bring him to the Temple to
officially name him. There, two devout and ancient people, Simeon and Anna,
recognize the child to be the messiah.

Luke traces the family roots of Jesus all the way back to Adam, showing that the
messiah is a savior for all of humankind. You dont have to be a Jew to accept
Jesus.

The time and the manner used by Matthew and Luke on the birth of Jesus create the
basis for a profound, miraculous and God-touched the ministry of Jesus. His crucifixion
and resurrection would fulfill prophecy just as sign birth did, confirming that Jesus was
the Christ, the Messiah.
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Workshop Overview

Pray Per View

OVERVIEW

The children will view the DVD, The First Christmas and do a Bible study that will
compare and contrast the stories in Matthew and Luke.

MATERIAL LIST

DVD The First Christmas by Clay Classics. Narrated by Christopher
Plummer (workshop coordinator)

Popcorn and water (Teacher will make)

Cups (workshop coordinator)

Bibles (Students will collect from Bible bookshelf)

ROOM SET-UP
The room set up will be the traditional room-set for Pray per View.

The Tabernacle

OVERVIEW

The children will hear the story The Last Straw and discuss good deeds they can
do during the Christmas season. They will also study the maps to plot Jesus
journey.

MATERIAL LIST

The story of The Last Straw by Ulises Wensell (workshop coordinator)
Maps are on the wall in the Tabernacle

Bibles (Students will collect from Bible bookshelf)

Yarn (workshop coordinator)

Icons for map (workshop coordinator)

ROOM SET-UP
The room will be set up in its traditional way. No additional props are needed.
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Thou Art
OVERVIEW

The children will create votive candle holders as reminders that we
celebrate the Light of the World during Christmas season.
The children will hear Anna s story.

MATERIAL LIST

Votive candle holders (workshop coordinator)
Stickers (workshop coordinator)

Lighter

Craft sticks

ROOM SET-UP
Traditional room set-up of Thou Art.

Our Acts
OVERVIEW

The children will read the story They Followed a Bright Star by Ulises Wensell.
After hearing the story they will reenact it.

Material List

= The book - They Followed a Bright Star by Ulises Wensell
= Scripts (workshop Coordinator)
Bibles (Students will collect from Bible bookshelf)

Room set-up

Traditional room set-up for Our Acts.

The Garden of Eatin

OVERVIEW

The students will make layered biscuits using the meditation provided to focus on
the many layers of the Christmas story.

MATERIAL LIST

1 Box of Butter (approx. 1 stick per class) (workshop coordinator)

Hungry Jack Flaky Biscuits (1 per student) (workshop coordinator)

2 Boxes currants (approx %o.c per class) (workshop coordinator)

Small Box of granulated Sugar (approx. ... c per class) (workshop coordinator)
1 jar of cinnamon (approx. 1t per class) (workshop coordinator)

1 Bag of Powdered Sugar (approx. 1c per class) (workshop coordinator)

1 bottle of Lemon Juice (approx. 2 T per class) (workshop coordinator)

1 Box Parchment Paper (workshop coordinator)

Baking sheets (teacher will find in Kitchen)

Water (approx. 3T per class) (teacher)
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Bibles (students will collect from Bible bookshelf)

ROOM SET-UP

Any classroom set-up will work. The children will move to church kitchen in the
Fellowship Hall after they gather in the classroom.
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Pray Per View

Objective:
Students will view the DVD The First Christmas.

= The students will do a Bible study to discover that the stories of the
shepherds and kings come from two different books in the Bible
Matthew and Luke.
The students will be asked questions about the two stories.

Material List:

DVD The First Christmas by Clay Classics. Narrated by
Christopher Plummer (workshop coordinator)

Popcorn and water (Teacher will make)

Cups (workshop coordinator)

Bibles (Students will collect from Bible bookshelf)

Memory Verse:

Luke 2:30-31

My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples.

Lesson:
As magical as the story of the birth of Jesus is, it is the juncture of where
one road merges into another. Since the time of Samuel, the Hebrew
prophets have been proclaiming the coming of a messiah. The birth is the
culmination of many of those prophecies; it is also the starting point for
those prophecies about his ministry and his death. This birth that is so full
of mystery points the way to a life that will be anything but ordinary.

Only two of the four gospels use the birth of Jesus as an event that was
significant in the life of Jesus. Angels play a significant role as
messengers of the Lord proclaiming the good news. The only detail that
they share is that Jesus was born in Bethlehem. After that, the gospels
write two very different stories.

" The Gospel of Matthew
Focuses his text in the direction that Jesus Christ is the messiah, the one
whom Hebrew prophets have been anticipating for hundreds of years.
Regularly, the text says that (x) happened to fulfill the scriptures of the
prophets. Matthew is writing to a Jewish audience who is looking for
confirmation of scripture.

Reveals that the magi visited the Holy Family. These are regal figures
who present gifts of great value, kneeling at the manger in homage to a
king. They even ask Herod, Where is the child who has been born king
of the Jews? Where is the boy who will take the throne of David and
return Israel to its former glory?
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Traces the family roots of Jesus back to Abraham, showing Jesus to be

solidly entrenched with the patriarchs of the faith and that he is linked with the
covenant.

The Gospel of Luke has a very different emphasis.

It begins the story with the birth of John the Baptist, the one who will
prepare the way for the Lord. It juxtaposes the miracle of a birth to two
people who are too old to bear children, Zechariah and Elizabeth, with the
birth to a girl who is too young, Mary. Nothing is impossible for the Lord.
The shepherds are the visitors to the manger. Jesus came into this world
to be a voice to the poor, the oppressed, and the sick. He would have a
ministry of justice, bringing the kingdom of God to all people.

Eight days after Jesus birth, Mary and Joseph bring him to the Temple to
officially name him. There, two devout and ancient people, Simeon and
Anna, recognize the child to be the messiah.

Luke traces the family roots of Jesus all the way back to Adam, showing
that the messiah is a savior for all of humankind.

The time and the manner used by Matthew and Luke on the birth of Jesus
create the basis for a profound, miraculous and God-touched the ministry
of Jesus. His crucifixion and resurrection would fulfill prophecy just as
sign birth did, confirming that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah.

Questions to discuss:

Open your Bible to the Gospel of Matthew, the first book in the New Testament.

How does the gospel start? With the genealogy of Jesus.

How far back does that genealogy go? Look at Matthew 1:2: the family
tree of Jesus goes back to Abraham in this gospel. Matthew is
appealing to a Jewish audience, saying that Jesus comes from the line
of the family that established a covenant with God. He comes from the
house of David, the great king. He is the Messiah about whom the
Hebrew prophets have been prophesizing for hundreds of years.

Look at Matthew 1:18-25. Who is the first person to learn about the
birth of Jesus? Joseph

Look at Matthew 2:1-12. Who visits the Holy Family? The three kings
or magi. Matthew wanted us to know that the kings were paying
homage to a fellow king, one who comes from the house of David, as
foretold by the Hebrew prophets.

Now look in the Gospel of Luke.

Look at Luke 1:5-24. Whose birth is announced first? John the Baptist
Look at Luke 1:26-37. Who is told about the birth of Jesus? Mary
Look at Luke 2:8-20. Who visits the Holy Family? The shepherds.
Luke wanted us to know that Jesus came to earth to proclaim justice
for the common person, the poor and oppressed.

Look at Luke 3:23-38. How far back does the family tree go? Look at
verse 38: Adam! Luke wanted his readers to know that not only did
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Jesus descend from King David and Abraham; he connects with the
entire human race.

So, when you hear the typical Christmas story, what have the writers done
with scripture? They have merged the two stories. Biblical scholars know
how to place certain events at certain times; all of what we think of as the
Christmas story could not have happened all at once. That doesnt mean
that they didnt happen. It means that the writers chose certain events to
highlight the kind of Messiah they thought Jesus was.

Closing Prayer:

Dear God,
We thank you for coming to earth to walk among us in the form of Jesus

Christ. We thank you for the mystery of the birth of your son; it fascinates,
provokes and draws us into a most incredible story. We want to be there
by the manger, witnessing the birth of your son.

Help us to find ways to be part of the story. Amen
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The Tabernacle

Objective:

The children will hear the story The Last Straw by Ulises Wensell and discuss
good deeds they can do during the Christmas season.

They will also study the maps to plot Jesus journey.

Material List:

The story of The Last Straw by Ulises Wensell (Workshop Coordinator)
Maps are on the wall in the Tabernacle

Bibles (Students will collect from Bible bookshelf))

Yarn (workshop coordinator)

Icons for map (workshop coordinator)

Memory Verse:

Luke 2:30-31

My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples.

LESSON
" Lets make a list of everyone that we know is in the Christmas story:
everyone who came into contact with the Holy Family when Jesus was a
newborn. Think of the characters in a nativity scene and in Christmas

pageants:

Mary

Joseph

Roman Census Takers
Innkeeper

Shepherds

Kings

Zechariah and Elizabeth
Simeon and Anna

Some of these people met Jesus because Jesus came to them, as with
the innkeeper in Bethlehem.

Others, like the kings, searched for him and traveled long distances. Lets
find out where everyone came from who encountered Jesus in his first
week on this earth.

Hand out the icons at the end of this lesson that represents each of these
characters. As you share the brief information about each character, ask
the person with the matching icon to:

Locate the place of origin on the map.

Place their icon on the place of origin with sticky-tack.

Measure yarn from the place of origin to Bethlehem, cut, and affix the
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—

yarn between the two.

Map Exercise

. Who has the icon of the nativity? Find Bethlehem and place it on there.

Who has the icon of Mary? She is in Nazareth when Gabriel tells her that she
is pregnant with the Son of God, the Messiah. Put Mary in Nazareth and
place the yarn from Nazareth to Bethlehem.

Who has the icon of Joseph? He also lived in Nazareth when an angel came
to him in a dream telling him that Mary was with child, conceived in her from

the Holy Spirit. Put Joseph in Nazareth and place the yarn from Nazareth to

Bethlehem.

Who has the Roman Census Taker? The Roman Empire extended well into
the Middle East. Israel was an occupied country, ruled by a foreign power.
The Roman Emperor Augustus decided to count everyone in the empire so
that he knew how to tax him or her. This is called a census. They didnt have
computers back then; they organized the census by telling men and their
families to return to their birthplace. Joseph had to travel from Nazareth,
where he and his very pregnant wife lived, to Bethlehem, the home of his
ancestral family.

By the way, Bethlehem isthe home of the greatest king of Israel, King David.
Joseph comes from that family. Old Testament prophets said that the House of
David would always sit on thethrone of | srael and that the M essiah would come
from the House of David. So, for Jesusto be born in Bethlehem fulfilled the
prophesy that the Messiah would be come from the House of David.

Who has the Innkeeper? His business is in Bethlehem. He probably felt
pretty good when the first travelers arrived for the census. He probably got
pretty frustrated by the end of the evening when people kept knocking on his
door looking for rooms and he was full. Imagine what went through his mind
when Mary and Joseph arrive at his doorstep and she is just about to give
birth. Put the Innkeeper in Bethlehem.

Who has the Shepherds? They are in the hills outside of Bethlehem. Angels
come to them bringing good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
They would know this is true if they went into the town and found a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger. What are swaddling
cloths? They were bands of cloth that are wrapped around a newborn to
keep him secure. What is a manger? It is a feeding trough for the animals!
Who puts a baby in a manger? Someone who has to make the best out of a
bad situation. Mary and Joseph had Jesus when there was no room in the
inn. When the Innkeeper gave them the stable, the only thing around that
would serve as a cradle was a manger, a feeding trough. If you were a
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shepherd, it wouldn t be too hard to identify this new baby who is the Messiah.
Put the shepherd icon just outside of Bethlehem.

7. Who has the Kings? The original Greek work for these men is magi, men who
were astrologers and interpreters of dreams; they were men who followed the
stars. It is believed that these men came from the east, maybe Persia or Babylon.
They were following the stars and studying Hebrew Scripture; both led them to
Bethlehem, the place where they believed that the new King of the Jews had
been born. They honored him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Place
their icon out east in Persia/Babylon and attach yarn from them to Bethlehem.

8. Who has Zechariah and Elizabeth? They are in Jerusalem. They both come
from priestly families. Zechariah was in the Temple one day when an angel told
him that he and his wife would have a baby boy named John, who would prepare
the way for the Messiah. What is odd about this is that Zechariah and Elizabeth
were too old to have any children. When Elizabeth was six months pregnant,
Mary came to visit her. An angel had told her that she was pregnant; she would
know this was true if she visited her cousin, Elizabeth and found her pregnant.
Imagine how God works! God makes a woman who is too old and a woman who
is too young pregnant at the same time. For the older woman, it is an affirmation
of decades of prayer; for the younger woman, it is an affirmation of favored
status. Put Zechariah and Elizabeth in Jerusalem and attach yarn between
Jerusalem and Bethlehem.

9. Who has Simeon and Anna? They also are in Jerusalem. By Jewish custom,
eight days after birth, the parents bring a baby boy into the Temple to be named.
Two people have been waiting in the Temple for many years to see the Messiah.
Simeon was told that he would not die before he saw the Messiah. Anna
seemed to live at the Temple, fasting and praying night and day. When both of
them saw Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus, they proclaimed for all to hear that this
baby was in fact the Messiah! The prophecies had been fulfilled. A New
Kingdom had been born. Place Simeon and Anna in Jerusalem; attach yarn
between Jerusalem and Bethlehem.

" Look at this map. So many people encountered the Messiah in just the
first week of his life. Whether they had been searching, been called to be
present, or had been there by accident, they all traveled to Bethlehem.
They all kneeled at the manger and gazed at this infant who was the Son
of God.

Many people feel that they need to visit the Holy Land at some time in
their lives. This is called a pilgrimage, a journey of faith to the places
where history of faith occurred. Christians yearn to go to Bethlehem, the
River Jordan, the Sea of Galilee and Jerusalem. They want to be where
Jesus was. And that is what Christmas is  being where Jesus is.

When we approach the Christmas season, how do we prepare ourselves
to kneel at the manger?
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We know that you arent in Bethlehem and we know that you arent going
to really kneel at the manger. But, how can you keep Jesus in the center
of your Christmas? How can you make your pilgrimage? We get so
wrapped up in Santa Claus, presents, decorating, Christmas cards and
parties, that it is easy to lose sight of the reason for the season.

| am going to read a story to you of how one family kept Jesus in the
center of their Christmas.

Maybe you will be able to identify with one of the characters. Tell the
story of The Last Straw.

Note to the Teacher:
A synopsis of The Last Straw story: It s a month before Christmas and the
mother can no longer tolerate the bickering of her four children. She
initiates a plan: each week, everyone in the family will draw a name of
someone else in the family for whom they will secretly do kind things.
With each silent favor they accomplish, they are to fill the manger with a
piece of straw.
When Eric draws his sister Kelly s name (with whom he has a bitter rivalry)
for the fourth week in a row, he breaks down in the frustration of having to
be kind to her for even one more moment. He becomes the one who puts
the last straw in the manger. This story becomes a parable for how to
approach Christmas with an attitude that is Christ-filled and leads us on
the road to Bethlehem. Don’t feel that you have to READ the story to
the class. You can certainly learn the story well enough to simply
tell it.

What do you think of this story? Did you identify with anyone in the story? s this
something you might want to do in your home? Tell the children about the
manager at the end of the hall near the water fountains. If they do a good
deed during the week for someone they can add straw to the manager on
the next Sunday at church.

What does your family do to keep Jesus in Christmas?

Closing Prayer:
Dear God, thank you for sending us your only son. Just as the shepherds
knelt at your feet by the manger, so we want to kneel at the manger to
adore you. Just as the kings traveled over the miles to lay gifts at your
feet, so we want to journey to be in your presence. And just like Simeon
and Anna rejoiced at the sight of this newborn Messiah, let our own hearts
rejoice in the knowledge that you walked among us. Amen
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THOU ART

Objective:

®. The children will create votive candle holders as reminders that we
celebrate the Light of the World during the Christmas season.
Hear Anna s story.

Material List:

Votive candle holders (Workshop Coordinator)
Stickers (Workshop Coordinator)

Lighter

Craft Sticks

Memory Verse:

Luke 2:30-31

My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples.

Lesson:

®. There are some very familiar stories that surround the birth of Jesus. We
learn from both the books of Luke and Matthew that Jesus was born in the
city of Bethlehem. This was the city of David. They had traveled from their
home in Nazareth to Bethlehem because of the census; everyone had to
go to the town of their ancestors to be counted. This helps us to see the
connection to the text in Isaiah. In Chapter 11, Isaiah says that there is a
shoot that shall come from the stump of Jesse. God would create a new
beginning from an old root.

Mary and Joseph were both visited by angels. This way they knew that
their lives were following the path of God s direction. Part of the
Christmas miracle is that they were both able to understand the presence
of the angels and were willing to respond to them. The shepherds also
heard the angels and responded to what they heard. Today we will have
the opportunity to meet with Anna, the prophetess. She was a woman of
great faith who spent a great deal of her time in the Temple, fasting and
praying. You will get to know her and understand how it was that she
knew what she was seeing when the baby Jesus was presented at the
Temple.

Have the class come to meet with Anna.
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Anna s Story

People seem to think | am a bit strange these days, but that was not
always the case. Ah by the way my name is Anna. When | was young, | hung
on every word my father would say. He told such good stories. There were all
kinds of stories, of heroes, traitors, of love and laughter. Papa s stories filled me
with joy and hope for the world.

You see at that time | was the apple of a young man s eye. We were so in
love. | remember the days as | would go about my work, my mind focused on
one thing him. It was the only time in my life | was scolded oh, the things I did
while daydreaming. | burnt the bread more than once putting it in the fire and
losing myself to thoughts of love, only to snap back to reality as the smell of burnt
bread reached my nose.

We arranged to meet as often as possible and laid plans for our life
together. It was a wonderful time. The entire world was beautiful; each breeze
was soft and the sun was warm. (Loose yourself for a moment in thought.)

Oh, sorry about that - as you can imagine we were married. We had such
fun starting our home and sharing our days together, loving each other with full
hearts. We thought a child would make our lives complete, but the child never
came. Still we sang psalms of joy to God each evening for our life together.

Then one day | received news that would change my life forever. My
beloved husband of seven years was dead my heart fell like a stone. | fell into
the world of disbelief and felt that God had not heard our songs of constant
praise and endless joy. How was | to go on? To take the next breath seemed an
impossible feat. The wind that had caressed me before now chafed against my
tear-stained cheeks and the sunlight hurt my swollen eyes. | felt lost and alone.

Then | realized that | had not stopped breathing, that life had not left me
and that the love we had shared was not gone. | would live. | would continue to
praise God for the love | had experienced.

My extended family cared for me, as God required in the scriptures. |

began to go to the Temple each day and pray. | found comfort in this way of life.
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| listened to the priests, gave offerings and praised God. It was again a world
that was good and my heart was healed.

Outside the temple on the other hand, it was not such a peaceful place.
Roman soldiers and governors ruled our land, the land God had given to our
ancestor Abraham and his descendants. Some people wanted to go to war
against Rome; others thought that they would work with the authorities to make
changes; yet others simply stopped feeling oppressed and began to resemble
other Roman citizens.

My heart was heavy as | heard the leaders speak. The Pharisees argued
and the priests judged one another. It seemed at times as if they had forgotten
God s promise.

God had promised that from the root of Jesse would come a great nation:
that there would be one who would come and redeem us. We needed to remain
faithful and not squabble amongst ourselves.

| heard a lot of stories in the temple but recently | heard one that really
peaked my interest. It was a strange story and seemed to come from different
sources. A devout woman, Elizabeth had finally had a child. She and her
husband, the priest Zechariah, called the child John. Now this is strange only
because John is not the name of anyone in Zechariah s family. Evidently he was
in the Temple one day and an angel told him they would have a baby and to
name it John. After he received the visit from the angel, he was unable to speak
until the baby was born. It was strange but ..Zechariah believes that his son
will prepare the way for the Messiah! Some believe that the Holy Spirit is already
upon the child. If you had asked me last week, | would have said that John was
the Messiah.

But then some shepherds came to the temple to offer prayers of
thanksgiving. It seems that angels had come to them and told them to go and
see a baby who was born in Bethlehem. It is amazing to me that they even
recognized the angels, but anyway, they went and saw the baby and felt the
presence of God. They knew they had been truly blessed.

Now there was at this same time another person who spent time at the

Temple with me, Simeon. He felt strongly that he would live to see the Messiah.
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He and | talked excitedly about what the shepherds had said and about the birth
of John. Could we be living in a time when the Messiah would come? What
would he be like ~ a king, strong and powerful, a mighty counselor, a solid and
faithful leader that would free us from Roman rule? We didn t know, but we had a
feeling that something big was happening.

Then they came a young couple so full of love for each other that |
thought for a moment | was looking in a mirror. They held a small child in their
arms: a radiant and beautiful child, a miracle child, a child of God. They were at
the Temple to fulfill the requirements of the law and present their child to God
with offerings of Thanksgiving. They brought two simple doves, no lambs. Their
hearts however were full as they presented the baby to Simeon.

As soon as Simeon held the child, | could see that he was a changed man.
He looked as if he knew that the child he was holding was the Son of God. We
both knew that his prayers had been answered. He addressed God and said:

Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word,;
for my eyes have seen your salvation
which you have prepared in the presence of all people,

a light for revelation to the Gentiles.

He knew that this child was the Messiah. The others in the Temple saw
the family, but they did not see that this boy child named Jesus was the one who
would bring salvation to Israel and a light to all mankind.

| too held the child in my arms and felt the presence of God in a way | had
never experienced before. | knew that God had fulfilled the promise of the
prophets in the birth of this small poor child.

| have told everyone | could, including you, about the birth of Jesus. |
sense that Mary will understand the same kind of pain and loss | did, but | know
that somehow God will show the rest of the world that Jesus is the Son of God,
the Messiah.

Will you help me with this task? How would you tell people about Jesus?
Who would you tell? What would you say?
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In response to this story we will be creating votive holders. We will be stenciling
snowflakes unto the votives. These candles will remind us that God s light shines
on all people but not everyone in the world takes the opportunity to experience it.

The candleholders should be used throughout the holiday (holy day) season to
help us keep our eyes and hearts open to the presence of God.

Use this light mediation as the closing prayer:
Light the candles like one by one as the teacher reads the meditation.

Light one candle and say:
Jesus you are the light of the world
Light a second candle (using the first candle) and say;
your light shines for all to see.
Light the third candle:
Jesus you are the light of the world.
Light the fourth candle:
The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Light the fifth candle:
Jesus you are the light of the world.
Light the sixth candle:
Your word is a lamp to my feed and a light to my path.
Light the seventh candle:
Jesus you are the light of the world.
Light the eighth candle:
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen
upon you.
Light the ninth candle:
Jesus you are the light of the world.
Light the tenth candle:
Do not be afraid; for see | am bringing you good news of great joy for all
people.
Light the eleventh candle:
Jesus you are the light of the world.
Light the twelfth candle:
This day in the city of David is born a Savior who is Christ the Lord.

Light the thirteenth candle.
Jesus you are the light of the world.
Light the fourteenth candle
Glory to God in the highest heaven and peace among those whom God
favors.
Unison: Jesus you are the light of the world.
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Closing Prayer:

" God, you filled Anna s heart with love and opened her eyes so that she
could recognize your presence in the world. This holiday season, our
eyes get so filled with decorations and gifts and food that we don t often
look for your presence. May the glow of the little candle we light guide our
paths and lives so we become like Anna, willing and able to recognize you
in our midst. Amen.
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OUR ACTS

Objective:

The children will hear the story They Followed a Bright Star by Ulises
Wensell.

After hearing the story the children will reenact the book using scripts.

Material List:

® The book - They Followed a Bright Star by Ulises Wensell
Scripts

Memory Verse

Luke 2:30-31

My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples.

Lesson:

" The teacher will read the book They Followed a Bright Story.
After hearing the book the children will pick a character to play as they act
out the script.

Script:
Characters:
Angel
Shepherd boy
Older Shepherd
Middle Shepherd
Man at the well
Fisherman
Farmer
Man gathering grapes
Woman gathering grapes
Three Wise Men- Melchoir, Caspar, Balthasar
Mary
Joseph

If needed you can double up the characters if there are not enough children.
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The Bright Star Play

Angel: Arise shepherds and follow me!
A miracle is going to happen soon. Follow the star to Bethlehem!

Shepherd Boy: What shall we take to Bethlehem?

Older Shepherd: We can take our finest things. A hen, lamb, turkey, and a jug of
honey.

The three shepherds take off to Bethlehem and as they reach the top of the hill they
come across a man drawing water from the well.

Middle Shepherd: Hello. We are journeying to Bethlehem to see a miracle. Would
you like to join us?

Man at Well: | cannot join you, for | have to stay and protect the water in the well. An
angel told me the child will need the water one day.

All three Shepherds: We will wish you peace on this good night.

The shepherds continue their journey to Bethlehem. As they approach a riverbank
they see a fisherman.

Shepherd Boy: Fisherman, would you like to come with us to Bethlehem to see the
child who will be born?

Fisherman: | cannot go with you. An angel came to me and said the child who is
born will need the fish | catch. And he too will be a fisherman.

Older Shepherd: The angel has been busy.
Shepherd boy and Middle Shepherd: We will wish you peace on this good night.
The shepherds continue their journey. Their next stop is a field.

All three shepherds: Hello. We are journeying to Bethlehem to see a miracle. Would
you like to join us?

Farmer: | cannot go with you. An angel came to me and said the child who is born will
need bread. | need to plow and sow my field in order to make bread.

All three shepherds: Very well .We wish you peace on this good night.
As the shepherds continue their journey it gets very cold. (Shiver) Their next stop is at

the edge of an olive grove. Here, they come across a man and a woman harvesting
grapes.
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Middle Shepherd: Why do you all harvest these grapes so late in the season?

Man and Woman: An angel came to us and said we would find new grapes in the
winter fields. These are special grapes needed to make special wine for the child that
is to be born in Bethlehem. He will need the wine one day.

All three shepherds: We understand. We wish you peace on this good night.

The shepherds continue walking and following the bright star
until they ran across three kings.

All three kings: We must hurry on our journey for the star will disappear with the
morning light.

The scene switches to Mary and Joseph at the inn holding baby Jesus.
The shepherds and the kings slowly arrive at the inn to see the miracle baby.

Shepherd Boy: We followed the bright star!

All three shepherds: We come bearing gifts, Incense, myrrh, and gold. We brought
enough for a kingdom.

Angel: Kings and shepherds, rejoice! Let the world rejoice!

The end.
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Closing Prayer:
Dear God, thank you for sending us your only son. Just as the shepherds
knelt at your feet by the manger, so we want to kneel at the manger to
adore you. Just as the kings traveled over the miles to lay gifts at your
feet, so we want to journey to be in your presence. And just like Simeon
and Anna rejoiced at the sight of this newborn Messiah, let our own hearts
rejoice in the knowledge that you walked among us. Amen

THE GARDEN OF EATIN”

Obijective:
= The Students will learn that the scriptures of the Old and New Testament
create a many-layered story about the birth and life of Jesus.

Materials:

1 Box of Butter (approx. 1 stick per class) (workshop coordinator)
Hungry Jack Flaky Biscuits (1 per student) (workshop coordinator)

2 Boxes currants (approx %.c per class) (workshop coordinator)

Small Box of granulated Sugar (approx. ...c per class) (workshop coordinator)
1 jar of cinnamon (approx. 1t per class) (workshop coordinator)

1 Bag of Powdered Sugar (approx. 1c per class) (workshop coordinator)
1 bottle of Lemon Juice (approx. 2 T per class) (workshop coordinator)

1 Box Parchment Paper

Baking sheets (teacher will find in Kitchen)

Water (approx. 3T per class) (teacher)

Bibles (students will collect from bible Bookshelf)

Lesson:

® Think about the Pan:
This may seem strange but it is the pan that will keep all the wonderful
ingredients together. Without it we would have a sticky mess. The pan can
become a symbol for God.

The scripture from the Prophet Isaiah says: Thus says the Lord who made
you, who formed you in the womb and will help you: Do not fear, O Jacob my
servant, Jeshurun whom | have chosen. God knows us from the beginning
and holds us together always, just as the pan will hold our pastry together.

Biscuit dough:

This dough is made of several layers, together. We can remember that we
learn stories of our faith but they are always part of a larger story. In the
Christmas story we learn that Jesus birth was foretold years before he
arrived. All the stories of the Old Testament speak to the power and love of
God for all humankind. God had a special relationship with the people of the
Covenant, the Jews. Through this relationship it was made known that God
would always be mindful of them, no matter what.
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In the Christmas story we learn of people who knew a lot about this

relationship with God: Zechariah and Elizabeth. Their story can be found in

the first 2 chapters of Luke.
Zechariah and Elizabeth had not had a child even though they had
been married for a long time. An angel visited both of them and told
them that they would have a child who would prepare the way for the
Lord. Zechariah was a priest and he knew the stories from the
prophets. Someone would come from the family of David, the
Shepherd King. This Messiah would be the chosen one of God and
would make the name of the Lord great and the kingdom of God a
reality in the world. After Zechariah heard from the angel that his son
would prepare the way for the Messiah, he could not speak until the
child was born. Elizabeth, Zechariah s wife, was Mary s cousin. When
Mary was pregnant, she came to visit Elizabeth. Read about their
meeting in Luke 1:39-45.

Already we have layers appearing in the story Zechariah and Elizabeth,
Mary and the angels they all help us know a part of a very old story.

Divide Biscuits into layers. Butter each layer. Each layer can serve as a
reminder of the Old and New Testaments that tells us God s story.

Gather the supplies for the filling.

Currants
When we think of all the people involved in the Christmas story, none are who
we would expect to be part of such an important event. They were simply a
priest and his wife, a simple but righteous man, Simeon, and old widow, Anna.
The main stars were an ordinary carpenter from a good family tree and his
wife to be. Angels even appeared to shepherds, the lowliest of the low. No
wonder many people saw only the outside of the story and refused to believe
that the Messiah had come hardly a royal entrance for the King of Kings.
The outside of the story the hard, dry skin of the currant contains one of
the most special stories in the Christian faith.

The real meat of the stories is only available when you go beyond the skin.
The meat of the Christmas story is the birth of God s son, not to a high and
royal family but to ordinary people. The ordinariness, if you will, is
extraordinary. The angels shared the meat of the story. They visited
Zachariah, Elizabeth, Mary, and Joseph as well as the shepherds. Hear
what they knew to be the true meat of Christmas. Read Luke 2:9-14.

Sugar
The story of Christmas is a strange but sweet story, especially to Mary, Jesus
mother. After the angel visits her, she lifts her voice in songs of praise. Surely
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her sweet voice filled the air as the sugar in our filling reminds us of all the
sweet and wonderful things God has done in our lives.

Take a moment to think about one wonderful thing God has done in your life.
Share them if you so desire. Hear Mary s song of praise by reading Luke
1:46-56.

Cinnamon
A small amount of cinnamon will flavor our whole pastry. This spice is not
native to Israel. It would have to be brought there along the spice routes from
the east. Other things came along the spice route that plays a part in our
Christmas story. Guess who?

Read Matthew 12:1-6. Here were wise men from a great distance away
watching and waiting for the sign that the prophets had foretold. They knew
that something special was happening in their world and they were not going
to miss it. They traveled far and asked questions along the way and did not
stop until they found the child they had been looking for.

Are there ways that we look for the presence of Jesus in our world today?
What about the WWJD bracelets? Are they truly signs of Jesus presence?
Why or why not?

Mix all the ingredients for the filling together

In the stable in Bethlehem there was such a wonderfully real mixture exotic wise
men, the ordinary, lowly shepherds, a carpenter and his wife and yes the most
extraordinary the Messiah - as the prophets had predicted.

Sprinkle the mixture over one layer.

Mix the frosting
This syrup consists of water, lemon juice, and sugar.

Water is essential to all life and reminds us that John the Baptist came
before Jesus to prepare the hearts of the people for the ministry of Jesus.
Water is used in baptism and washes away all our sins in the presence of
God.

Sugar can be an interesting symbol. It appears to disappear when mixed
with the water and honey. When we truly let God into our lives we should
not be able to separate our actions into Godly and ungodly ones. Let the

sweet nature of God disappear into our own beings.
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Lemon represents the bittersweet life that Jesus led. The golden color
could be drops of gold from the halo that surrounds Jesus head in so
many paintings, a sign of his holy nature.

The Frosting is mixed. The three ingredients blend together into one. With the
birth of Jesus we see the separate beings of Jesus, God and the Holy Spirit and
yet it is very difficult to separate them from one another completely.

Cleanup

While the biscuits are baking you can have the class clean up all the work areas.
This clean up is easy compared to the Innkeeper after Mary and Joseph left.
Imagine the scene!

Frosting
When the Biscuits have finished baking drizzle the frosting over them.

Closing Prayer:
®. God we see and taste the many layers of this holy story. Each layer and
each ingredient adds to the story. As we eat this pastry, may the layers of
our faith be made greater in number. Amen.



