
Year 2, Rotation 4 
Esther 
 
Overall Objective 
�  During this five-week rotation, students will discover the story of Esther 

presented within the framework of a Purim celebration. 
�  The children will learn that having faith in God means choosing to trust God 

even in scary times. 
�  The children will learn where Esther is in the Old Testament and be able to 

locate the book. 
�  The children will learn that God is always watching over them. 
�  The children will learn that God always helps His people. 
�  The children will learn that God is in control and that we should worship Him. 

 
Biblical Reference 
 
�  The book of Esther 
 
Memory Verse 
 
�  Proverbs 3:5  Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do  

not rely on your own insight. 
 

�  Esther 4:14b  Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal  
dignity for just such a time as this. 

 
Biblical Background 
 
The book of Esther is the central part of the Jewish holiday of Purim.  Purim is 
one of the happiest holidays of the Jewish year. Purim celebrates the story of 
Esther, a Jewish queen who, along with her cousin Mordechai, saved the Jews 
from a wicked man named Haman. It is probably safe to assume that, as a boy, 
Jesus celebrated Purim. 
 
It is important to note that no place in the Book of Esther is God’s named 
mentioned. Perhaps this teaches us that God, at times, only seems concealed 
from us. Sometimes we tend to think that God is somehow unaware of what is 
happening to us and instead of turning to God and looking for God©s guidance, 
we turn away and begin to think "why me?" It is important to teach our children 
that God is always watching over them, that God always helps His people, that 



God is in control, and that we should worship and trust Him at all times. If we can 
give our children even a small grasp of the importance of trusting God "no matter 
what" at a young age, they will be better equipped to handle life as young people 
and adults. 
 
According to Yosef I. Abramowitz, editor of www.Jewishfamily.com, the zaniest 
and most disturbing of all Jewish holidays is Purim. (The disturbing elements 
involve the absence of God’s name and the revenge the Jews sought at the end 
of the Book of Esther.) At Purim, Jews read the story of the Jewish Queen 
Esther, who saved the Jewish people from the evil designs of Haman, the vizier 
of the King of Persia. The Jews celebrate this victory over their enemies with 
costumes, cookies, the reading of the Megillah, festive meals, and gift baskets. 
The Megillah is a special scroll containing the Book of Esther. The Book of 
Esther is one of five books of the Bible known (in the Jewish tradition) as 
megillot. The other books, each read on a different holiday, are The Book of 
Ruth, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, and Lamentations. 
 
On Purim eve, the synagogue is the place for the whole family, with the children 
in full costume. It is permissible to bring your camera on this holiday that has no 
prohibitions. As the Megillah is being read, listeners are expected to make a lot of 
noise at every mention of Haman in order to drown out his evil name. 
 
Even in the chaos, however, some staples of Jewish observance remain. There 
is a festive meal and people give tzeddakah. In addition to the normal monetary 
tzeddakah, there is a special Purim custom of mishloach manot, or gift baskets 
filled with food, which are given to family, friends and those in need. 
 
 

Additional Background Information 
http://www.aish.com/purimfamily/purimfamilydefault/The_Purim_Story.asp 

 
The Purim Story  
by Yaffa Ganz  
 
Is Purim just a fun-filled dress up holiday? Or is it something more? 
Perhaps it's a flip-flop, upside-down, full of surprises kind of day...not at all 
what you'd expect.  
 
 
Over 2,000 years ago, the Holy Temple in Jerusalem was destroyed by the 
Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar. The Jewish people were sent away from the 
Land of Israel and were forced to live in Babylonia. 
 



Fifty years later, Babylonia was defeated by Persia. Ahasuerus  was the second 
Persian king. He ruled 127 provinces from Hodu (India) to Kush (Africa) the 
largest, strongest kingdom in the world. 
 
A new king needs a new capital, so Ahasuerus chose the city of Shushan. To 
celebrate, he made a tremendous feast for all the important people in the 
kingdom. It lasted for 180 days. Then he made a second feast just for Shushan. 
Everyone in the city was invited, even the Jews.  
 
Mordechai, the leader of the Jews, warned his people not to go to the feast, but 
they were afraid to disobey the king. And to tell the truth, they were honored and 
pleased to have been invited. For seven days they ate and drank to their heart©s 
content. Only one thing troubled them. Ahasuerus brought the gold and silver 
vessels from the Holy Temple in Jerusalem and used them for his wild 
celebration... 
 
The drunken king began to brag that his queen Vashti was the most beautiful 
woman in the kingdom. On the last day of the feast, he commanded her to come 
and dance before the crowd. But Vashti was the proud granddaughter of the 
cruel Nebuchadnezzar and she refused to appear. "Am I a servant to the king?" 
she asked. In a fit of anger, the king had her killed. 
 
Ahasuerus now needed a new queen and he wanted someone even more 
beautiful than Vashti. His men went from house to house in all of Persia, taking 
the young girls away to Shushan where they were kept as hostages until they 
were brought before the king. 
 
In Shushan, a Jewish orphan by the name of Hadassah lived with her uncle 
Mordechai. When the king©s men came to her house, Mordechai said, "Don©t be 
afraid. Go with them. Do not tell them you are a Jewess. Tell them your Persian 
name -- Esther. God will watch over you!" 
 
Esther was kind and gentle and very beautiful. As soon as the king saw her, he 
chose her as his new queen. Esther appointed seven maidservants, one for each 
day of the week, so that she would always remember which day was the 
Sabbath. Her meals were cooked with kosher foods. And all the while, she kept 
her secret. No one knew she was a Jew. Everyday, Mordechai sat outside the 
palace gate to wait for news from Esther. 
 
One day outside the palace, Mordechai happened to hear two men plotting to kill 
the king. He warned Esther and the two men were caught and killed. Although it 
was recorded in the Royal Book that Mordechai the Jew had saved the king, the 
matter was soon forgotten. 
 
Soon after, Ahasuerus appointed Haman -- the richest man in the kingdom -- as 
his new prime minister. All the king©s subjects were ordered to honor Haman and 



bow down to him. Everyone did, except Mordechai. It was permissible to honor 
Haman and bow to him as the prime minister, but Haman wore a large medallion, 
engraved with the picture of an idol, on his chest. Mordechai said people might 
think he was bowing to the idol too, and a Jew is forbidden to worship or honor 
idols.  
 
Haman was furious. He went straight to the king to complain. "There is one 
nation," he said, "scattered throughout your kingdom, which is different from all 
other nations. They don©t eat our food, drink our wine, or marry our daughters! 
They don©t keep the king©s laws and they don©t work! Every seventh day they rest 
and they are always celebrating holidays. If you give me permission, I will destroy 
them for you. I will even pay for any expenses from my own money!" 
 
Ahasuerus gave Haman his royal ring, to seal the orders and decrees. Anxious to 
do a perfect job, Haman wanted to execute his plan on the right day, a lucky day 
blessed by his gods and the stars. He cast lots -- purim in Hebrew -- to choose 
the day. Then he sent out letters, sealed with the king©s royal ring, to each of the 
127 provinces in the kingdom. 
 
"On the 13th day of the month of Adar," the decree said "you are to destroy, kill 
and slaughter all Jews, young and old, women and children, all in one day. Their 
money and property will then belong to you." 
 
When Mordechai heard of the decree, he ripped his clothing and put ashes on 
his head as a sign of mourning. He told Esther she must go to the king to try and 
save the Jews. Esther was afraid, for it was forbidden to come before the king 
without being invited. But Mordechai said, "Who knows if you have not been put 
in the palace for this very purpose? If you are silent now, help will come to the 
Jews from some other place -- and you will perish!"  
 
Esther asked that the Jews in Shushan fast and pray for her for three days. 
Mordechai gathered all the Jewish children in Shushan and told them to pray, 
too. (In the end, it was the prayers of the children, which were answered.) 
 
The Jews finally realized they should not have gone to the king©s feast; they 
should not have eaten at the royal banquet nor drunk the wine, nor used the 
vessels from the Holy Temple. They understood that this was their punishment 
for fearing the king more than they feared God. 
 
When the three days of prayers and fasting were over, Esther went to the king. 
"What is your request, my queen?" he asked. "Half of my kingdom is yours for 
the asking!" 
 
But Esther asked only that the king and Haman come to a private banquet she 
was making. At the banquet, Ahasuerus asked again, "What is your wish? 
Whatever you want is yours!" But Esther only invited the king and Haman to a 



second party. "How strange," thought the king. But Haman was delighted. On his 
way out of the palace, he passed Mordechai at the gate. His delight turned to 
hate. "I am important enough to be invited to the queen©s private banquets 
together with the king -- and that Jew refuses to bow down to me?!" He wanted to 
kill Mordechai then and there, without waiting for the 13th of Adar! 
 
"Do it!" advised his evil wife Zeresh. So Haman built a gallows, 50 cubits high, in 
his own courtyard. He would hang Mordechai at the first opportunity! 
 
That night, the king could not fall asleep. He tossed and turned and finally called 
for his servant to bring out the Royal Book and read him to sleep. The heavy 
book fell open to the story of how Mordechai the Jew had warned of the plot 
against the king and saved the king©s life.  
 
"What reward did the Jew receive?" asked the king.  
 
"None, sir," was the reply. 
 
"He saved my life and received no reward?!" stormed the king. 
 
Just then, someone knocked. It was Haman, coming for permission to hang 
Mordechai the Jew. He was in such a hurry he couldn©t even wait for the morning! 
 
"Haman!" thundered the king. "Tell me, what shall be done for a man the king 
wishes to honor?"  
 
"He must be referring to me," thought Haman gleefully. "I know just the thing," he 
said. "Let him wear the king©s royal robes. Place the king©s royal crown upon his 
head. Let him ride the king©s royal horse. And let a servant walk before the horse 
and cry out: Thus shall be done to the man whom the king wishes to honor!" 
 
"Wonderful idea!" cried the Ahasuerus. "I shall leave it all to you. Find Mordechai 
the Jew and do exactly as you described, down to the last detail!" 
 
Haman did as he was commanded, and Mordechai was led with royal honor 
through the streets of Shushan. 
 
Haman returned home, a bitter, broken man. But he had no time to brood. He 
had to be at the royal palace in time for the Queen©s second banquet. Once 
again, the king asked, "What is it you desire, Esther? Why have you invited us 
here? Speak and it shall be done!"  
 
This time, Esther spoke. "Spare my life," she cried, "and the lives of my people. 
We have been sentenced to death!" 
 
"Death? Your people? By whom?" asked the surprised king. 



 
"By an evil and wicked man -- by your minister Haman!"  
 
The king was so astounded that he marched out of the room to regain his 
composure. 
 
Trembling and fearful, Haman threw himself on the queen to beg for mercy. At 
that very moment, Ahasuerus returned. 
 
"What?" he cried. "Do you dare to attack the Queen in my palace? Take him 
away and hang him!" he shouted. 
 
In the end, Haman was hung on the gallows he himself had built for Mordechai. 
And Mordechai became the king©s new prime minister in place of Haman!  
 
According to Persian law, it was impossible to change a decree stamped with the 
royal seal, so the king could not cancel the decree against the Jews. But 
Mordechai was given the royal signet ring to issue whatever new decrees he 
could think of to help save the Jews.  
 
Now it was Mordechai©s turn to send out a royal letter. It said: On the 13th of 
Adar, all the Jews in the kingdom would organize to defend themselves. The 
Persians were more than happy to listen to Haman and kill Jews, but if the Jews 
were going to arm themselves and fight back under royal protection, well then, 
that was another story! 
 
On the 13th of Adar, Jews across the kingdom assembled and defended 
themselves. Thousands of their enemies were killed, including Haman©s 10 evil 
sons who were hanged from a tree. Unlike the Persians who planned to take 
money and property, the Jews took no loot at all. On the 14th of Adar, they gave 
thanks to God and celebrated.  
 
But in the walled capital city of Shushan, the Jews continued to fight an additional 
day. On the 15th of Adar the Jews of Shushan celebrated their victory. Therefore 
we celebrate: 

 
The Fast of Esther on the 13th of Adar 
 
Purim Day on the 14th of Adar 
 
And in the walled city of Jerusalem, the main celebration is: 

 
Shushan Purim on the 15th of Adar. 
 



Esther asked the rabbis to write the story of Purim and include it in the Bible. 
Scrolls - megillot - were written and sent to the Jews throughout the kingdom. 
The rabbis commanded the people to keep the holiday of Purim forever as a day 
of thanksgiving and feasting and joy; of sending gifts to friends and money to the 
poor. And that is just what the Jewish people have been doing for the past 2,400 
years! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Workshop Overview 
 
Thou Art 
 
OVERVIEW  
The children will make a variety of groggers and masks to use in the Purim 
celebration. 
 
MATERIALS - Grogger Option 1  
(The Workshop Coordinator will have all supplies available in the room.) 
�  Juice cans (cleaned and dried) 
�  Adhesive backed paper (Contact paper works well) 
�  Stickers or colored tape 
�  Jingle bells, Beans, popcorn, dry pasta or rice  
�  Scissors 
�  Glitter 
�  White glue 
�  Pipe cleaners 
 
MATERIALS - Grogger Option 2 (Choice for the youngest children) 
�  Two aluminum foil pie pans  
�  Beans, popcorn, dry pasta or rice  
�  Staples  
�  Permanent Markers  
 
 
 
ROOM SET-UP  
�  A gathering area where all the children can listen to the story and have group 

discussion. 
�  Tables that accommodate 4-6 children. 
�  Before the children arrive, set craft materials out on each table. 
 
 
 

Garden of Eatin’ 
 
OVERVIEW  
The children will make hamantaschen - a triangular pastry traditionally filled with 
spiced dried fruit or poppy seeds and eaten during the Jewish feast of Purim. Our 
recipe will be modified slightly to be more kid-friendly.  
 
MATERIALS  
�  Measuring Cup (Teacher will locate in church kitchen) 
�  Large mixing bowl (Teacher will locate in church kitchen) 
�  Large spoon (Teacher will locate in church kitchen) 



�  Measuring Spoons (Teacher will locate in church kitchen) 
�  Cookie Sheets (Teacher will locate in church kitchen) 
�  Glass (Teacher will locate in kitchen) 
�  Rolling pin (Teacher will locate in kitchen) 
�  *Flour (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  *1 stick margarine (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  *2 tsp. baking powder (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  *2 eggs, slightly beaten (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  *1/2 cup sugar (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  *1 tsp vanilla (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  *Chocolate chips (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  *Jelly (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Supplemental pages from Workshop Rotation notebook in case you need a 

filler activity while cookies are baking (Teacher responsible for making 
selection from notebook and making appropriate copies) 

�  Colored pencils (Teacher may collect from supply room closets) 
 
 
ROOM SET-UP  
The children will first gather in the room labeled “Garden of Eatin’” where they 
can gather on the floor to hear the overview of this week’s plan and the teacher 
can review expected student behavior in the kitchen. Once expectations have 
been reviewed, the teacher will lead the children to the kitchen. 
 
 

The Tabernacle 
 
OVERVIEW  
The children will make their own Megillah so that they can share the story of 
Esther with their family. 
 
MATERIAL LIST   
�  Book: Make Your Own Megillah – The Story of Purim by Judyth Groner & 

Madeline Wikler (Will be in classroom) 
�  Construction paper cut to 6” by 11” (provided by WR Coordinator) 
�  Paper Towel Rolls  - 1 per child (provided by WR Coordinator) 
�  Copies of pages for Megillah (provided by WR Coordinator - each child will 

need 7 pages) 
�  Markers or crayons (WR Coordinator will provide) 
�  Glue (teacher will get from supply closet) 
�  Scissors (teacher will get from supply closet) 
�  Groggers (WR Coordinator will put them in class if grade has already gone to 

Thou Art rotation during a past session). 
�  Ribbon (WR Coordinator will provide) 

 
 



ROOM SET-UP  
�  A gathering area where all the children can listen to the story and have group 

discussion. 
�  At least 4 tables that can accommodate 4-6 children. 
�  Before class, put a complete selection of materials needed on each table 
 
 

Our Acts 
 
OVERVIEW  
The children will listen to the story of Esther. They will experience the story 
through dramatic interpretation. Finally, they will have an opportunity to reflect on 
the story through group discussion. 
 
 
MATERIAL LIST  - With the exception of the video camera, the Workshop 
Coordinator will have props in room)         
 
�  Copies of The Purim Story by Yaffa Ganz 
�  (A more complex version of the play from The Whole Megillah  is included for 

the older children, if the teacher wants to use it.) 
�  Assorted robes for the speaking characters 
�  A ring 
�  A scroll (for the decrees) 
�  Crowns (for King Ahasuerus, Vashti, and Esther) 
�  Large medallion with idol for Haman 
�  Royal book 
�  Horse – possibly one on a stick 
 
�  It might be fun to videotape the children performing this activity. The church 

does not have a video camera but if the teacher would like to provide a 
camera, the workshop coordinator, with advance notice, will have a TV/VCR 
set up in the room so that the children can view their performance. 

 
 
ROOM SET-UP  
This rotation will need to be located in a place with large, open space that can be 
used as both a gathering area and a “stage”. 
 

Pray Per View  
 
OVERVIEW  
The children will the video “Esther” produced by Nest Entertainment, Inc. 
 
MATERIALS 
�  Video of Esther (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  TV/VCR (Workshop Coordinator) 



�  Popcorn (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Water or lemonade (Teacher) 
�  Napkins (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Cups (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Master copies of extension activates from “Esther” activity and resource book 

from Nest Entertainment (Included in notebook) 
�  Pencils – if you are doing activities from Esther resource book 
 
ROOM SET-UP 
This rotation will need a room that can accommodate the children viewing a 
movie. 
 
 



THOU ART 
 

 
OBJECTIVES  
�  In order to build a continuing knowledge base, the children will listen to a 

version of the story of Esther. A copy of the Megillah will be provided for the 
teacher to read to the children. The teacher will stress the roles of key 
characters and events as well as the Esther rotation’s overall objectives. 

�  Students will be able to identify the main characters in the story of Esther by 
name and by role. 

�   Following the story, the children will learn a little about the celebration of 
Purim. One Purim custom is to make noise at the mention of Haman’s name. 
This custom is based on the Torah commandment to “blot out the name of 
Amalek” who was a cruel leader who attacked the Jewish people from behind 
as they left Egypt. Haman is said to be descended from Amalek. During the 
reading of the Megillah, each time Haman’s name is mentioned, groggers are 
shaken. 

 
 
MATERIALS - Grogger Option 1 (This is the one we will make in 2006) 
(The Workshop Coordinator will have all supplies available in the room.) 
 

�  Empty yogurt containers, plastic film containers or other small containers 
with a tightly fitting lid  

�  Scissors  
�  Ribbon  
�  Beans, popcorn, dry pasta, dry rice, or jingle bells  
�  Stickers, contact paper or construction paper and glue  
�  Markers, crayon, glitter, etc.  

 
How to Make It: 
Ask a grownup to help you punch a small hole in the center of the lid. Thread the 
ribbon through the hole and knot on the underside of the lid. Fill the container 
about halfway full of beans, popcorn, dry pasta or rice. Place the lid on the 
container, making sure it©s snug and that the ribbon streams out of the top. Cover 
the outside of the container with shiny stickers, contact paper or construction 
paper. Decorate with markers or crayons, glitter and other things.  
 
 
 
JOURNAL – Be sure to save enough time at the end of the lesson. 
�  Have shepherd hand out journals and encourage the children to: 

�  Write a prayer or their own 
�  Write a prayer that reflects the theme of the workshop 
�  Write a prayer that is in keeping with the prayer prompts in the prayer 

journal 



 
 

CLOSE WITH PRAYER 
 
Dear Lord: 
 
Sometimes it is hard for us to believe in things that we cannot see, hear or touch. 
Please, Lord, help us to remember just as Esther did that you are always with us. 
 
Amen 
 
 
 
MATERIALS – Grogger Option 2 
�  Juice cans (cleaned and dried) 
�  Adhesive backed paper (Contact paper works well) 
�  Stickers or colored tape 
�  Jingle bells, Beans, popcorn, dry pasta or rice  
�  Scissors 
�  Glitter 
�  White glue 
�  Pipe cleaners 
 
Lesson: 
 
�  Prepare the juice can by making sure the can is washed and dried. 
�  To make the end caps for the can, trace the circular end on the adhesive 

paper. Draw another circle 1" larger than the outline circle. Cut out the circles. 
�  With the scissors, make cuts spaced 1" apart around the circle, from the outer 

edge in.  
�  Make two, one for each end of the can. 

�  Peel off the backing of the adhesive paper. Cover one end of the juice can. 
�  Place 1 or 2 jingle bells inside. 
�  Now ask an adult to poke a hole in the center of the metal or plastic end of 

the can. 
�  Bend a pipe cleaner in half and insert the two ends into the hole. On the 

inside of the can, twist the two ends to prevent them from slipping back 
through the can. The wire loop on the outside of the can will be your handle. 

�  Attach the other paper circle over the open end of the can, sealing the 
jingle bells inside. 

�  Cut a strip of adhesive paper, which is the width of the can and is long 
enough to wrap around the can with 1" of overlap. Remove the paper 
backing and wrap around the can, covering the entire outside of the 
juice can. 

�  Now let©s decorate it. You can use colored tape to make stripes or decorative 
shapes and symbols. Personalize you grogger with some of your favorite 



stickers. Draw decorative lines with white glue and sprinkle them with glitter. 
Shake off the excess.  

 
 
MATERIALS - Grogger Option 3 (Choice for the youngest children) 
�  Two aluminum foil pie pans  
�  Beans, popcorn, dry pasta or rice  
�  Staples  
�  Permanent Markers  
 
PROCEDURE 
 
Pour a handful of beans, popcorn, dry pasta or rice into one pie pan. Turn the 
second pie pan over and carefully fit it on top of the first so the edges meet. 
Staple the two pie pans together. Draw Haman©s face on the pans.  
 
 



 
 

GARDEN OF EATIN’ 
 
OBJECTIVES 
�  The children will make hamantaschen and learn that this treat is a filled 

cookie that is part of traditional Purim celebrations. 
�  The children will listen to the story of Esther and then participate in a group 

discussion and answer or think about questions based on the story. 
�  Using their knowledge of the story of Esther, the children will complete 

puzzles from Esther Activity Book. 
 
MATERIAL LIST 
�  Cookie Sheets (Teacher will locate in church kitchen) 
�  Glass (Teacher will locate in kitchen) or circle shaped cookie cutter 
�  Rolling pin (Teacher will locate in kitchen) 
�  Flour for rolling pin 
�  Refrigerated sugar cookie dough (WR Coordinator will have placed this in 

kitchen fridge) 
�  *Chocolate chips 
�  *Jelly 
�  Parchment Paper (WR Coordinator will provide) 
�  Supplemental pages from Workshop Rotation notebook in case you need a 

filler activity while cookies are baking (Teacher responsible for making 
selection from notebook and making appropriate copies – they will be from 
the Esther Activity Book pp 8,11,&29) 

�  Colored pencils (Teacher may collect from supply room closets) 
 
 
LESSON 
 
�  Have the children wash their hands. As children wash hands, briefly review 

the story of Esther and the Jewish celebration of Purim. 
�  Explain to the children that they will be making special cookies called 

hamantaschen. You may want to spell the word and see if any of the children 
notice Haman’s name at the beginning of this word. These cookies will be 
shaped into triangles just as Haman’s hat is traditionally represented. 

�  Review safety rules as needed. 
�  Make the Hamantaschen 

�  Be sure to pre-heat the oven according to directions on cookie dough 
wrapper 

�  Roll out the dough on floured board or paper. 
�  Cut in circles with cookie cutter or top of a drinking glass. 
�  Fill cookies with chocolate/butterscotch chips or jelly. 
�  Pinch up three sides to form triangles. 
�  Bake according to directions on cookie dough package 



 
JOURNAL 
�  While the cookies are baking, have the children complete their journal entries.  
�  Have shepherd hand out journals and encourage the children to: 

�  Write a prayer or their own 
�  Write a prayer that reflects the theme of the workshop 
�  Write a prayer that is in keeping with the prayer prompts in the prayer 

journal 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
Dear Lord: 
 
Sometimes it is hard for us to believe in things that we cannot see, hear or touch. 
Please, Lord, help us to remember just as Esther did that you are always with us. 
 
Amen 
 
 

·  If there is still extra time, have the children complete puzzles or coloring 
pages from supplemental pages of Workshop Rotation plan. 

·  Let the children eat a cookie once they cool. Be 
sure to check for food allergies! 

 
MATERIAL LIST (If making cookie dough from scratch) 
�  Measuring Cup (Teacher will locate in church kitchen) 
�  Large mixing bowl (Teacher will locate in church kitchen) 
�  Large spoon (Teacher will locate in church kitchen) 
�  Measuring Spoons (Teacher will locate in church kitchen) 
�  Cookie Sheets (Teacher will locate in church kitchen) 
�  Glass (Teacher will locate in kitchen) or circle shaped cookie cutter 
�  Rolling pin (Teacher will locate in kitchen) 
�  *2 1/4 cups of flour 
�  *1 stick margarine 
�  *2 tsp. baking powder 
�  *2 eggs, slightly beaten 
�  *1/2 cup sugar 
�  *1 tsp vanilla 
�  *Chocolate chips 
�  *Jelly 

 
�  Making the Hamantaschen – in 2006 we purchased refrigerated sugar cookie 

dough due to time limitations. 
�  Preheat oven to 350. 



�  Mix dry ingredients. 
�  Cut in margarine. 
�  Add eggs and vanilla. 
�  Mix dough until it forms a ball. 
�  Add extra flour if necessary. 
�  Roll out thin on floured board. 
�  Cut in circles with cookie cutter or top of a drinking glass. 
�  Fill cookies with chocolate chips or jelly. 
�  Pinch up three sides to form triangles. 
�  Bake at 350 for 20 minutes or until brown. 

 
 
 



 

 THE TABERNACLE 
 
OBJECTIVES 
�  The children will be able to define “Megillah’ and “megillot”.  

�  The Book of Esther is one of five books of the Bible known (in the Jewish 
tradition) as megillot. The other books, each read on a different holiday, 
are The Book of Ruth, Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes, and Lamentations. 

�  The Megillah is a special scroll containing the Book of Esther. 
 
�  The children will be able to properly sequence the events in the Esther story. 
 
MATERIAL LIST 
 
�  Book: Make Your Own Megillah – The Story of Purim by Judyth Groner & 

Madeline Wikler (Will be in classroom) 
�  Construction paper cut to 6” by 11” (provided by WR Coordinator) 
�  Paper Towel Rolls  - 1 per child (provided by WR Coordinator) 
�  Copies of pages for Megillah (provided by WR Coordinator - each child will 

need 7 pages) 
�  Markers or crayons (WR Coordinator will provide) 
�  Glue (teacher will get from supply closet) 
�  Scotch tape 
�  Scissors (teacher will get from supply closet) 
�  Groggers (WR Coordinator will put them in class if grade has already gone to 

Thou Art rotation during a past session). 
�  Ribbon (WR Coordinator will provide) 
 
LESSON 
 

 As the children enter the room, invite them to join you in the gathering area.  
Show the children completed Megillah. If this is the first lesson of the rotation, 
you will need to spend extra time providing background information about the 
story of Esther to the children and you should also read the Megillah to the 
children. 

 If the children have already made groggers during on of the past workshops, 
they can shake them during the reading whenever Haman is mentioned. 

 Explain to the children that the story of Purim is told on the seven pages they 
will be coloring.  

 After the children have colored all the pages, have them cut the pages along 
the dotted lines (optional). (For the younger children, you may simply want to 
pre-cut the pages using the paper cutter in the office workroom).  

 Tape the pages together (horizontally) making sure to keep the chapters in 
order. Glue the area shown on the last page onto an empty paper towel roll. 
Press firmly until dry.  

 Roll up the Megillah and fasten with a brightly colored ribbon.  



 
 Give a five-minute warning before clean up. Be sure to leave time at the 

end of the session for the children to do journal entries and to 
participate in a closing prayer.  

 
JOURNAL  
�  Have shepherd hand out journals and encourage the children to: 

�  Write a prayer or their own 
�  Write a prayer that reflects the theme of the workshop 
�  Write a prayer that is in keeping with the prayer prompts in the prayer 

journal 
 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
Dear Lord: 
 
Sometimes it is hard for us to believe in things that we cannot see, hear or touch. 
Please, Lord, help us to remember just as Esther did that you are always with us. 
 
Amen 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OUR ACTS 
 
OBJECTIVES 
�  Through dramatic interpretation, the children will demonstrate their ability to 

tell the story of Esther. 
�  Through active participation in the acting out or the listening to of the Esther 

story, the children will participate in an activity that is part of a traditional 
celebration of Purim. 

 
MATERIALS  
�  (With the exception of the video camera, the Workshop Coordinator will have 

props in room)         
 
�  Copies of The Purim Story by Yaffa Ganz 
�  (A more complex version of the play from The Whole Megillah  is included for 

the older children, if the teacher wants to use it.) 
�  Assorted robes for the speaking characters 
�  A ring 
�  A scroll (for the decrees) 
�  Crowns (for King Ahasuerus, Vashti, and Esther) 
�  Large medallion with idol for Haman 
�  Royal book 
�  Horse – possibly one on a stick 
 
�  It might be fun to videotape the children performing this activity. The church 

does not have a video camera but if the teacher would like to provide a 
camera, the workshop coordinator, with advance notice, will have a TV/VCR 
set up in the room so that the children can view their performance. 

 
 
 
LESSON 
As the children enter the room, invite them to join you in the gathering area. 
Select children for parts based on their interests. Remember that some children 
may be hesitant to act in front of peers and some may be hesitant to read aloud. 
Be respectful of these individual preferences when assigning roles to children. 
Children who are hesitant to participate could have roles as audience members, 
prop masters, etc. Remind the children in the audience of the Purim tradition of 
making lots of noise whenever Haman’s name is said. In order to keep the play 
moving, an adult should read the parts of the story written in black type.  You 
may want to videotape the children’s dramatization after a practice run-through. If 
time permits, the children can watch their performance. If there’s not enough 
time, save the tape and it can be played at another time. Gather the children for a 
group discussion. Use questions included at back of this packet as guidance if 
needed.   
 



Be sure to leave time for the children to complete their journal entries.  
 
 
JOURNAL 
�  Have shepherd hand out journals and encourage the children to: 

�  Write a prayer or their own 
�  Write a prayer that reflects the theme of the workshop 
�  Write a prayer that is in keeping with the prayer prompts in the prayer 

journal 
 
 
PRAYER 
 
Dear Lord: 
 
Sometimes it is hard for us to believe in things that we cannot see, hear or touch. 
Please, Lord, help us to remember just as Esther did that you are always with us. 
 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



The Purim Story  
by Yaffa Ganz  
(Modified slightly for Our Acts – the original text is at the end 
of the Workshop Rotation notebook as a supplemental 
reading) 
 
Over 2,000 years ago, the Holy Temple in Jerusalem was 
destroyed by the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar. The 
Jewish people were sent away from the Land of Israel and 
were forced to live in Babylonia. 
 
Fifty years later, Babylonia was defeated by Persia. 
Ahasuerus was the second Persian king. He ruled 127 
provinces from Hodu (India) to Kush (Africa) the largest, 
strongest kingdom in the world. 
 
A new king needs a new capital, so Ahasuerus chose the 
city of Shushan. To celebrate, he made a tremendous feast 
for all the important people in the kingdom. It lasted for 180 
days. Then he made a second feast just for Shushan. 
Everyone in the city was invited, even the Jews.  
 
Mordechai, the leader of the Jews, warned his people not to 
go to the feast, but they were afraid to disobey the king. And 
to tell the truth, they were honored and pleased to have been 
invited. For seven days they ate and drank to their heart©s 
content. Only one thing troubled them. Ahasuerus brought 
the gold and silver vessels from the Holy Temple in 
Jerusalem and used them for his wild celebration... 
 
The drunken king began to brag that his queen Vashti was 
the most beautiful woman in the kingdom. On the last day of 
the feast, he commanded her to come and dance before the 
crowd. But Vashti was the proud granddaughter of the cruel 
Nebuchadnezzar and she refused to appear.  



 
Vashti said:"Am I a servant to the king?"   
 
In a fit of anger, the king had her killed. 
 
Ahasuerus now needed a new queen and he wanted 
someone even more beautiful than Vashti. His men went 
from house to house in all of Persia, taking the young girls 
away to Shushan where they were kept as hostages until 
they were brought before the king. 
 
In Shushan, a Jewish orphan by the name of Hadassah lived 
with her uncle Mordechai. When the king©s men came to her 
house, 
 
Mordechai said:  "Don't be afraid. Go with them. Do not 
tell them you are a Jewess. Tell them your Persian name 
-- Esther. God will watch over you!"  
 
Esther was kind and gentle and very beautiful. As soon as 
the king saw her, he chose her as his new queen. Esther 
appointed seven maidservants, one for each day of the 
week, so that she would always remember which day was 
the Sabbath. Her meals were cooked with kosher foods. And 
all the while, she kept her secret. No one knew she was a 
Jew. Everyday, Mordechai sat outside the palace gate to 
wait for news from Esther. 
 
One day outside the palace, Mordechai happened to hear 
two men plotting to kill the king. He warned Esther and the 
two men were caught and killed. Although it was recorded in 
the Royal Book that Mordechai the Jew had saved the king, 
the matter was soon forgotten. 
 



Soon after, Ahasuerus appointed Haman -- the richest man 
in the kingdom -- as his new prime minister. All the king©s 
subjects were ordered to honor Haman and bow down to 
him. Everyone did, except Mordechai. It was permissible to 
honor Haman and bow to him as the prime minister, but 
Haman wore a large medallion, engraved with the picture of 
an idol, on his chest. Mordechai said people might think he 
was bowing to the idol too, and a Jew is forbidden to worship 
or honor idols.  
 
 
 
Haman was furious. He went straight to the king to complain. 
Haman said: "There is one nation, scattered throughout 
your kingdom, which is different from all other nations. 
They don't eat our food, drink our wine, or marry our 
daughters! They don't keep the king's laws and they 
don't work! Every seventh day they rest and they are 
always celebrating holidays. If you give me permission, I 
will destroy them for you. I will even pay for any 
expenses from my own money!"  
 
Ahasuerus gave Haman his royal ring, to seal the orders and 
decrees. Anxious to do a perfect job, Haman wanted to 
execute his plan on the right day, a lucky day blessed by his 
gods and the stars. He cast lots -- purim in Hebrew -- to 
choose the day. Then he sent out letters, sealed with the 
king©s royal ring, to each of the 127 provinces in the 
kingdom. 
 
"On the 13th day of the month of Adar," the decree said "you 
are to destroy, kill and slaughter all Jews, young and old, 
women and children, all in one day. Their money and 
property will then belong to you." 
 



When Mordechai heard of the decree, he ripped his clothing 
and put ashes on his head as a sign of mourning. He told 
Esther she must go to the king to try and save the Jews. 
Esther was afraid, for it was forbidden to come before the 
king without being invited. Mordechai said, "Who knows if 
you have not been put in the palace for this very 
purpose? If you are silent now, help will come to the 
Jews from some other place -- and you will perish!"   
 
Esther asked that the Jews in Shushan fast and pray for her 
for three days. Mordechai gathered all the Jewish children in 
Shushan and told them to pray, too. (In the end, it was the 
prayers of the children, which were answered.) 
 
The Jews finally realized they should not have gone to the 
king©s feast; they should not have eaten at the royal banquet 
nor drunk the wine, nor used the vessels from the Holy 
Temple. They understood that this was their punishment for 
fearing the king more than they feared God. 
 
 
 
When the three days of prayers and fasting were over, 
Esther went to the king.  
King Ahasuerus asked: "What is your request, my queen? 
Half of my kingdom is yours for the asking!"  
 
But Esther asked only that the king and Haman come to a 
private banquet she was making. At the banquet,  
King Ahasuerus asked, "What is your wish? Whatever you 
want is yours!"  But Esther only invited the king and Haman 
to a second party.  
King Ahasuerus thought, "How strange."   
 



But Haman was delighted. On his way out of the palace, he 
passed Mordechai at the gate. His delight turned to hate.  
Haman: " I am important enough to be invited to the 
queen's private banquets together with the king -- and 
that Jew refuses to bow down to me?!"  He wanted to kill 
Mordechai then and there, without waiting for the 13th of 
Adar! 
 
"Do it!" advised his evil wife Zeresh. So Haman built a 
gallows, 50 cubits high, in his own courtyard. He would hang 
Mordechai at the first opportunity! 
 
That night, the king could not fall asleep. He tossed and 
turned and finally called for his servant to bring out the Royal 
Book and read him to sleep. The heavy book fell open to the 
story of how Mordechai the Jew had warned of the plot 
against the king and saved the king©s life.  
 
King Ahasuerus asked: "What reward did the Jew 
receive?"    
 
"None, sir," was the reply. 
 
King Ahasuerus said, "He saved my life and received no 
reward?!"   
Just then, someone knocked. It was Haman, coming for 
permission to hang Mordechai the Jew. He was in such a 
hurry he couldn©t even wait for the morning! 
 
King Ahasuerus said,"Haman! Tell me, what shall be done 
for a man the king wishes to honor?"   
 
Haman thought gleefully, "He must be referring to me!”  " I 
know just the thing. Let him wear the king's royal robes. 
Place the king's royal crown upon his head. Let him ride 



the king's royal horse. And let a servant walk before the 
horse and cry out: Thus shall be done to the man whom 
the king wishes to honor!"  
 
King Ahasuerus said, "Wonderful idea!" . " I shall leave it 
all to you. Find Mordechai the Jew and do exactly as you 
described, down to the last detail!"  
 
Haman did as he was commanded, and Mordechai was led 
with royal honor through the streets of Shushan. 
 
Haman returned home, a bitter, broken man. But he had no 
time to brood. He had to be at the royal palace in time for the 
Queen©s second banquet. 
King Ahasuerus asked, "What is it you desire, Esther? 
Why have you invited us here? Speak and it shall be 
done!"   
 
Esther cried, "Spare my life and the lives of my people. 
We have been sentenced to death!"  
 
King Ahasuerus asked, "Death? Your people? By whom?"   
 
Esther cried, "By an evil and wicked man -- by your 
minister Haman!"   
 
The king was so astounded that he marched out of the room 
to regain his composure. 
 
Trembling and fearful, Haman threw himself on the queen to 
beg for mercy. At that very moment, Ahasuerus returned. 
 
King Ahasuerus shouted, "What? Do you dare to attack 
the Queen in my palace? Take him away and hang him!"   
 



In the end, Haman was hung on the gallows he himself had 
built for Mordechai. And Mordechai became the king©s new 
prime minister in place of Haman!  
 
According to Persian law, it was impossible to change a 
decree stamped with the royal seal, so the king could not 
cancel the decree against the Jews. But Mordechai was 
given the royal signet ring to issue whatever new decrees he 
could think of to help save the Jews.  
 
Now it was Mordechai©s turn to send out a royal letter. It said: 
On the 13th of Adar, all the Jews in the kingdom would 
organize to defend themselves. The Persians were more 
than happy to listen to Haman and kill Jews, but if the Jews 
were going to arm themselves and fight back under royal 
protection, well then, that was another story! 
 
On the 13th of Adar, Jews across the kingdom assembled 
and defended themselves. Thousands of their enemies were 
killed, including Haman©s 10 evil sons who were hanged from 
a tree. Unlike the Persians who planned to take money and 
property, the Jews took no loot at all. On the 14th of Adar, 
they gave thanks to God and celebrated.  
 
But in the walled capital city of Shushan, the Jews continued 
to fight an additional day. On the 15th of Adar the Jews of 
Shushan celebrated their victory. Therefore we celebrate: 
 
The Fast of Esther on the 13th of Adar 
 
Purim Day on the 14th of Adar 
 
And in the walled city of Jerusalem, the main celebration is: 
 
Shushan Purim on the 15th of Adar. 



 
Esther asked the rabbis to write the story of Purim and 
include it in the Bible. Scrolls - megillot - were written and 
sent to the Jews throughout the kingdom. The rabbis 
commanded the people to keep the holiday of Purim forever 
as a day of thanksgiving and feasting and joy; of sending 
gifts to friends and money to the poor. And that is just what 
the Jewish people have been doing for the past 2,400 years! 
 



 PRAY-PER-VIEW 
 
MATERIALS 
�  Video of Esther (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  TV/VCR (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Popcorn (Workshop Coordinator will make sure supplies are in room – 

Teacher will make the popcorn) 
�  Water or lemonade (Teacher) 
�  Napkins (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Cups (Workshop Coordinator) 
�  Master copies of extension activates from “Esther” activity and resource book 

from Nest Entertainment (Included in notebook – teacher will need to make 
copies) 

�  Pencils – if you are doing activities from Esther resource book 
 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
�  Review the story of Esther with the children. If this is the first week of the 

rotation, spend time reading the Megillah to the children so that they have an 
overview of the story. Be sure to point out that the story of Esther is told in the 
Bible – show them the chapter in the Bible.  

�  Remind the children of the Jewish tradition of making noise whenever 
Haman’s name is mentioned. If you’d like, encourage the children to boo and 
his whenever Haman is mentioned during the video.  

�  Pass out popcorn and water just before the movie begins. 
�  Watch the video. Be sure to check for food allergies (for example, popcorn 

popped in peanut oil).  
�  Following the movie, ask the children to compare/contrast the parable in the 

Bible as compared to the movie version. Consider using the questions 
included as reference in this packet if you need help moving the discussion 
along. 

�  Remember to have the children complete their journal entry. 
�  Close with prayer. 
 
Additional worksheets, puzzles and coloring pages (master copies) are included 
in this section in case you have extra time following the video or if you wish to 
have a follow-up activity to send home with the children. 
 
JOURNAL  
�  Have shepherd hand out journals and encourage the children to: 

�  Write a prayer or their own 
�  Write a prayer that reflects the theme of the workshop 
�  Write a prayer that is in keeping with the prayer prompts in the prayer 

journal 
   



 
 
PRAYER 
 
 
Dear Lord: 
 
Sometimes it is hard for us to believe in things that we cannot see, hear or touch. 
Please, Lord, help us to remember just as Esther did that you are always with us. 
 
Amen 
 



 
ADDITIONAL FILLER ACTIVITIES 

(These activities are added to this packet as fillers of reference ideas for future 
use. The workshop coordinator will not be providing materials for these activities 
during the 2005 rotation.) 
 

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR ANY ROTATION 
 

�  Who becomes the queen? 
      Esther  

�  What is her secret? 
Esther is a Jew. 

�  Why does Mordecai refuse to bow to Haman? 
Haman only worships God. 

�  What does Haman plan to do to Mordecai and all the other Jews? 
Haman plans to kill Mordecai, and all the other Jews, too. 

�  What does Mordecai tell Esther to do? 
Mordecai encourages Esther to beg the king for mercy for the Jews. 

�  How does Esther feel? 
Esther is afraid to approach the king and plead for the Jews 

�  What does Esther do?  
     Esther and the Jews fast for 3 days. 
     Esther approaches the king, and invites the king and Haman to a 
     banquet. 
     At the banquet, Esther invites Haman and the king to another banquet. 

�  What information does the king find in his royal book of events? 
The book tells of a time when Mordecai warned of a plot to kill the king. 

�  What special thing does the king decide to do for Mordecai? 
a.  

�  Who has to carry out the king’s order to honor Mordecai and how 
does he feel about the king’s order? 

Haman 
�  How does the king react when he discovers Haman’s plot to have all 

the Jews killed? 
The king orders Haman to be hanged on the gallows Haman had built 
for Mordecai. 
The king gives Haman's property to Esther, and his signet ring to 
Mordecai. 
The king revokes the order to kill all the Jews, and gives them 
permission to defend themselves against their enemies. 

�  What is Purim? 
The holiday of Purim was established to remember and celebrate how 
Esther and Mordecai saved the Jews. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
The following questions are structured in a “ Jeopardy”  format. If you need 
a quick filler activity, ask some of these questions to your class. For 
younger children, change the format to the simpler question/answer 
format. You will need to provide Bibles so the children can find the 
answers. 
 
NUMBERS 
A: 10 Chapters 
Q: How many chapters are in the book of Esther? 
 
A: 17th book 
Q: Where is the book of Esther in the Old Testament? 
 
A: The thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar 
Q: What was the day when Haman cast lots to decide when the Jews would be 
killed? [Esther 3:7] 
 
A: 127 provinces from India to Sudan in Persia? 
Q: Over what area did King Ahasuerus rule? [Esther 1:1,2) 
 
A: 75 feet tall 
Q: How tall were the gallows Haman had built? [Esther 5:14] [Discuss why they 
were built and who actually ended up on them.] 
 
A: 3 days and nights 
Q: How long did Esther ask all the Jews to fast and pray for her before she went 
to the king? [Esther 4:16] 
 
A: Two 
Q: How many gifts of food are traditionally given to the poor during Purim? 
 
QUOTES 
A: "If your Majesty is kind enough to grant my request, I would like you and 
Haman to be my guests tomorrow at another banquet that I will prepare for you. 
At that time I will tell you what I want." [Esther 5:6,7] 
Q: What was Esther©s response when asked by the king what she wanted? 
 
A: "If I must die for doing it, I will die." [Esther 4:16] 
Q: What did Esther say when Mordecai told her to speak up to the king? 
 
A: "I am a Jew, and I cannot bow down to Haman." [Esther ?:4] 
Q: What did Mordecai say when he was asked about disobeying the king©s 
command to bow down to Haman? 



 
A: "If it please Your Majesty to grant my humble request, my wish is that I may 
live and that my people may live." [Esther 7:3,4] 
Q: What was Esther©s request to King Xerxes at the second banquet? 
A: "Don©t imagine that you are safer than any other Jew just because you are in 
the royal palace ... who knows ... maybe it was for a time like this that you were 
made queen!" [Esther 4:12-14] 
Q: What was Mordecai©s warning to Esther? 
 
MAJOR CHARACTERS 
A: King Xerxes is his Greek name, and King Ahasuerus is his Hebrew name. 
Q: Who was the King of Persia? [Esther 1:1-1] 
 
A: Mordecai, Esther©s cousin. [Esther 2:7] 
Q: Who raised Esther? 
 
A: Hadassah 
Q: What was Esther©s Hebrew name? [Esther 2:7] 
 
A: He refused to show respect for Haman by kneeling and bowing to him. [Esther 
3:2,3] 
Q: How did Mordecai disobey the king©s orders? 
 
A: The King and Haman 
Q: Who did Esther invite to a special banquet? [Esther 5:4] 
 
MINOR CHARACTERS 
A: Vashti 
Q: Who was the Queen before Esther? [Esther 1:11] 
 
A: Bigthana and Teresh [Esther 2:21] 
Q: Who were the palace guards who plotted to kill King Ahasuerus? 
 
A: His wife and all his friends suggested it. [Esther 5:14] 
Q: Who suggested to Haman the he build gallows on which to hang Mordecai? 
 
A: Harbonah [Esther 7:8,9] 
Q: Who told the king that Haman had built gallows at his house so that he could 
hang Mordecai? 
 
A: Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena and Memucan 
[Esther 1:14] 
Q: Who were the ones the king most often turned to for advice, the seven 
officials of Persia and Media? 
 
VOCABULARY 



A: Purim 
Q: What is the holiday observed by Jews today to celebrate the saving of their 
people? 
 
A: Pur 
Q: What were the items called that were used to determine the day Haman had 
planned to destroy the Jewish people? 
A: Hamentaschen 
Q: What are the special pastries made during Purim to resemble Haman©s hat (in 
the shape of a triangle) called? 
 
A: Scepter 
Q: What was it that Ahasuerus extended to Esther when she came to him? 
[Esther 4:11] 
 
A: Sackcloth 
Q: What kind of clothes did Mordecai wear when he learned that Haman and the 
king planned to kill the Jews? 

 
 
 
 
 
"PURIM SMARTS" – read this poem… how many of the questions can our 
children answer? 
 
Put on your Purim cap and see how much of the 
Purim story you remember. 
 
Name the country; name the king. 
Who made the threats? Who got the ring?  
Name the wise counselor; name the two queens. 
Which remained silent and which ranted and preened? 
 
Who looked for honor but soon fell from power?  
Who set up gallows as high as a tower?  
Who sat and watched at the palace gate?  
Who came to the king filled with evil and hate?  
 
Where did it happen - which country and city?  
What was the date? Who was filled with self-pity?  
Who made a party to save the Jews? 
Who sent out letters to tell the good news? 
 
Where can you read the entire story? 
When do you hear it with joy, noise and glory? 



Name Four Purim things we do to remember 
This dreadful-turned-happy Jewish adventure! 
 
Yaffa Ganz �  2000 
 
This article can also be read at: 
http://www.aish.com/purimfamily/purimfamilydefault/The_Purim_Story.asp  
 
 
THE FOUR-MAIN MITZVOT OF PURIM 
 
 
1. MEGILLAT ESTHER -- we read the story of Purim in the evening and the next 
day. And whenever Haman is mentioned, we make as much noise as possible to 
blot out his name and his memory! 
 
2. SENDING GIFTS OF FOOD to at least one friend or relative, because Purim is 
a time of love and friendship between Jews. 
 
3. GIVING GIFTS OF MONEY TO THE POOR because Purim is a time of 
sharing and caring and helping. 
 
4. EATING A FESTIVE PURIM MEAL - the special holiday meal eaten on Purim 
afternoon.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


