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Year 3, Rotation 1
David

Overall Objective

The children will understand that David is the one that God chose to establish
and eternal kingdom. The legacy of David is the creation of a Dynasty that
culminates in Jesus Christ, the Messiah. David was a shepherd boy that was
chosen to be Israel’'s greatest king. The children will learn that God sees things
that people do not and that when God calls people to do something, God
prepares them and provides all they need to do his work. The children will learn
to rely on the Holy Spirit's presence and support in their own lives.

Biblical References
| Samuel 17: 1-50
| Samuel 16: 1-13
| Samuel 18:1-9; 20:1b-7, 20-42
2 Samuel 4:4; 7:12-13, 9:1, 6-7

Memory Verses

The Lord said, People judge others by what they look like, but | judge people by
what is in their hearts.” | Samuel 16:7

“ ... the soul of Jonathan was bound to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved
him as his own soul.” | Samuel 18:1b:

Don’t ever be afraid or discouraged! | am the Lord your God, and | will be there to
help you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9

When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, | will raise up
your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and | will establish
his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and | will establish the throne
of his kingdom forever. 2 Samuel 7:12-13
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Biblical Background
THE STORY OF DAVID

David had many talents. He is thought to be the author of many of the Psalms in
the Bible. He was a shepherd and he was strong enough to kill Goliath with his
sling and a rock.

David was chosen by God to become King of Israel and went on to become the
greatest king that Israel ever had. The first king was named Saul, but he only
ruled over the southern tribes of Israel. As well, he fell out of favor with the Lord.
The Lord picked David when he was a young boy, sending the prophet Samuel
to choose him from his seven brothers and anoint him as the future king.

One of the earliest stories of David’s bravery was his battle with Goliath. The
nation of Israel, led by King Saul, was battling with the Philistines. The Philistines
controlled all of the metal work in the region so that every nation was dependent
on them. During one battle as the Philistine and Israelite armies squared off.
Suddenly, an enormous man named Goliath emerged on the field. He was
almost ten feet tall, wore a bronze helmet and was covered with armor. The only
flesh showing was on his face. He called out to the Israelites and challenged
them to the following: send just one warrior out to face a one-on-one battle.
Whoever was alive at the end would win a victory for his side.

Now young David was charged with bringing lunch to his brothers on the
battlefield. When he heard Goliath’s challenge, he offered to be the one. While
everyone laughed at his childish courage, David proclaimed that the Lord had
already protected him from lions and bears while he shepherded his father’s
sheep. He persuaded King Saul to let him fight Goliath. He carried his
shepherd’s staff, chose five smooth stones and grabbed his sling. He marched
onto the battlefield, slung a stone at Goliath, hit him right in the middle of his
forehead and killed him. The Israelites raced onto the battlefield and pursued the
Philistine army all the way back to a few encampments along the coast.

When King Saul died, David was 37 years old. He first became king of just the
southern tribes and then was able to persuade the northern tribes to join him.
David was the first king to reign over a United Kingdom of Israel. He chose a
neutral city that neither side claimed as his capital. It was Jerusalem, later
known as the City of David.

Once David was firmly established in Jerusalem, he wanted to make the city not
only the capital of the nation of Israel. He wanted it to be permanent site for the
seat of their Hebrew faith. He wanted to build a Temple to honor the Lord. But
God did not want a temple; God was very satisfied with living in the tabernacle,
the tent that moved from place to place in the wilderness during the Exodus. So
God spoke to the prophet Nathan, who then spoke to David.
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What does this mean? God promised David that his kingdom, the nation of Israel,
would last forever. There would always be a king of Israel and that king would always
be able to trace his bloodline back to David. This would become important when the
people of Israel loose their nation in 300 years and are forced to live in exile in Assyria
and Babylon. That promise of an eternal kingdom gave them hope for their return.
That promise became a vision for a messiah: someone who would deliver them from
foreign oppression and would restore the nation of Israel to its greatness under King
David. As you will see later in the lesson, Jesus Christ would be the messiah and
would be able to trace his bloodline back to King David.

Now David was not a perfect man. He made some terrible choices that ended up
creating obstacles for him the rest of his life. The very biggest mistake he made
was in his choice to sleep with Bathsheba while she was still married to her
husband, Uriah. When she became pregnant, he tried to trick Uriah into sleeping
with her so that it would appear that the baby was Uriah’s. When that didn’t
work, he arranged for Uriah to be killed on the battlefield. The Lord was very
displeased with David; he reminded David that when David did something sinful,
that the Lord would punish him. Nevertheless, the Lord almost promised
steadfast love and never withdrew support for David. What happened to David
after this? The child who came from that sinful affair died. David had eight sons
and no plan for who would succeed him. When his son Absalom decided to lead
a revolt against David to claim the throne, David was forced to join in battle.
Absalom was killed. On his deathbed, another son tried to make himself King
until Bathsheba and Nathan heard about it. They maneuvered to have Solomon
put on the throne. David must have felt as if he was running an obstacle course.

The final chapter of David’s life: He is old; at the age of 70, he has reigned for 30
years. One son was named Adonijah (from his wife, Haggith --- men were
allowed to have multiple wives at the time). He decided to take actions to take
over the throne when his father died. He started to do the things that a prince
does when he is about to take the throne. Nathan went to Bathsheba and plotted
to get Solomon on the throne. And they succeeded.

David’'s dynasty did indeed live on. The legacy of David is the creation of a
dynasty that culminates in Jesus Christ, the Messiah. 1000 years later, a child
was born who proclaimed that he was the messiah, the one whom Israel had
been waiting for, the one who would deliver them. And to prove it, two of the
gospel writers, Matthew and Luke, include the family tree of Jesus Christ. And
guess who is in it? David! To show that you came from the bloodline of David
was proof that you could even be considered to be the messiah. The name of
this family tree is called the Jesse Tree, after David’s father. The prophet Isaiah
said that the messiah would come from the stump of Jesse. The family tree from
David to Jesus Christ spans 1000 years
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When God promised to give David a dynasty that would last forever, God meant
it. That dynasty became a promise of a messiah who became Jesus Christ, who
was also the Son of God.

Messiah David
The story of David is a paradox: he created a legacy that carried the mantle of
the messiah through its fulfilment in Jesus Christ, and yet, he was a sinful man
whose biography could qualify for an R-rated movie. Why would we study such a
man in Sunday School?

David is foundational. The two books of Samuel, the first book of Kings, the first
books of Chronicles, the prophets and the Psalms all refer to King David. He
was the one whom God chose to establish an eternal kingdom, a dynasty, a
bloodline through which God would work with whatever human element existed.
And even in Nathan’s oracle, the Lord reveals that God knows that the kings will
be sinful. But the Lord promises that unlike his abandonment of Saul, God will
never abandon David or future kings. They may sin and they will be punished.
But God's steadfast love will endure forever.

The promise of an eternal kingdom of Israel becomes a hope for the nation of
Israel as it starts to disintegrate from a United Kingdom to a divided kingdom to
an existence in exile. While in exile in Babylon and Assyria, the people of Israel
remember the promise made to David that the kingdom would continue. They
were able to envision a New Jerusalem with a new throne and a new King David,
for God was always creating a new King David would lead the people of Israel.
In fact, it is the promise of eternal dynasty that has been the light of hope for
even modern generations as they have faced pogroms, the Holocaust, and
persecution. The hope that Jerusalem will always be sacred ground and a holy
city has been integral to the Jewish faith community.

Indeed, David was not a perfect man, as most people in the Bible. He starts out
quite well: a vigilant shepherd, a musician who praises the Lord, a courageous
warrior against the giant Philistine, Goliath. He lives in exile, away from the
jealous eyes of King Saul. Once Saul and his son, Jonathon (David’s best friend)
die in the battle of Shiloh, David becomes king of Israel (the two southern tribes
of Israel) and then is politically savvy enough to encourage the ten northern
tribes to all unite under one roof. Jerusalem is a neutral place between both set
of tribes. Once he gains control over it, he brings the beloved Ark of the
Covenant into Jerusalem, creating a place of religious pilgrimage. While the Lord
denies him the right to build a temple, his son Solomon will have that honor.

David has a dark side, which we will not be focusing on in this rotation, but as a
teacher it is important to understand. He has an affair with a married woman,
Bathsheba. Once she becomes pregnant, he tries to cover up his sin by
encouraging her husband (and his soldier), Uriah, to sleep with her. He refuses.
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David sees only one alternative; put him in a place on the battlefield where it
looks as if he died a natural death of honor in defense of his king. Uriah dies and
David marries Bathsheba. The Lord is very displeased. Natural
consequences...or the Lord’s punishment....take over. The first child of David
and Bathsheba dies. Their second child, Solomon, faces challenges to the
throne, which he eventually gains. Another son of David’s, Absalom (from
another wife) rises up in armed revolt against David only to be killed in battle;
David is stricken with grief. The consequences of his sin seem to live on
throughout his life.

The people of Israel decided to use the sins of David to learn that God uses all of
us for the talents that we bring to the table. David was able to unite the twelve
tribes of Israel. Every time that he was made aware of his sinfulness, he
repented and praised the presence of God in his life. The nation of Israel, when
looking back at the great ancestors would celebrate the political genius of King
David. As well, he wrote so many praise hymns that his name is accredited to
many Psalms. Who knows why God chooses certain people to be the leaders of
Israel? Itis a mystery. The only reality is that as humans, we are all imperfect.
Since God has known this since Eden, God works with what is available to
accomplish God’s overall plan.

Certainly for Christians, a legacy of David is the creation of a dynasty that
culminates in Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Both the gospels of Matthew and Luke
record the family tree of Jesus, known as the Jesse Tree. David is in both, as
the only legitimate messiah would have to be able to trace his lineage back to
David. It would fulfill the prophecy first made by Nathan and then reiterated by
numerous prophets throughout the Old Testament.
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WORKSHOP OVERVIEW

OUR ACTS

ov

ERVIEW

The children will learn about how David, a shepherd boy, was chosen to be king
of Israel by listening to and acting out 1 Samuel 16:1-13. Teacher will video tape

the
MA

RO

play and play it back to the class.

TERIAL LIST

- Video Camera and accessories
- tripod, tape, cords (workshop coordinator to provide)
Television/VCR (workshop coordinator to provide)
Biblical costumes (workshop coordinator to provide)
Olive oil flask (workshop coordinator to provide)
Backpack (workshop coordinator to provide)
Crown (workshop coordinator to provide)
Offering to God (workshop coordinator to provide)
Stuffed sheep (workshop coordinator to provide)
Copies of scripts with lines highlighted (workshop coordinator to provide)
Sealed envelopes with cards for sons/daughters (workshop coordinator

to provide first set)

Bibles (children to bring)
Pencils (teacher to collect from supply closet)
Journals (shepherds to bring)

OM SET-UP

Teacher to set up room and camera before class as appropriate

PRAY PER VIEW

ov
Chi

MA

RO

ERVIEW
Idren will view the video “David and Goliath” or “David and the Big Pickle”

TERIAL LIST
Video David & Goliath (Nest Entertainment) (workshop coordinator to provide)
David and the Big Pickle (Veggie Tales) (workshop coordinator to provide)

Children’s Bible (workshop coordinator to provide)
Popcorn, oil, popcorn bags (workshop coordinator to provide)
Pencils (teacher to gather from supply closet)
Journals (shepherd to bring to class)
Bibles (children to bring to class)

OM SET-UP Theater seating in Pray per View room
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TABERNACLE

OVERVIEW

The children will chronicle the life of David, focusing on his later years as he was
King David was one of the greatest men who ever lived in the history of Israel.
The children will use a Computer Program to understand that the kingdom of
David is the foundation for an eternal promise of hope, based on the knowledge
that there is always a future king in the making for Israel.

MATERIAL LIST

Bible Dictionary (workshop coordinator to provide)
Pathways to Jerusalem Software (workshop coordinator to provide)
Big Screen TV (workshop coordinator to provide)
Computer in classroom (workshop coordinator to provide)
Class set of worksheets (teacher to make copies)
Bibles (children to bring)
Pencils and paper (teacher to gather from supply closet)
Journals (shepherd to bring)

ROOM SET-UP Traditional setup in Tabernacle Room

THOU ART

OVERVIEW

The students will learn the story of two friends, David and Jonathan and
understand what it means to love God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind. They will be creating a friendship chain and making friendship
bracelets.

MATERIAL LIST
20-25 strips of 1"x5” colored construction paper (teacher to make with
paper supplied by workshop coordinator)
Copies of the 4 situations for exercise (teacher to make from master copy)
Copies of Friendship Bracelet Diagram (teacher to make from master

copy)

Markers (teacher to gather from supply closet)
Embroidery Floss (workshop coordinator to provide)
Masking tape (workshop coordinator to provide)
Scissors (teacher to gather from supply closet)
Ruler (teacher to gather from supply closet)
Bibles (children to bring)

Pencils (teacher to gather from supply closet)
Journals (shepherds to bring)

ROOM SET-UP Use Thou Art room with table covers
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FUN & GODLY STUFF

OVERVIEW

The children will be able to re-tell the story of Samuel anointing David as King
and understand what it means to be anointed by oil. Through playing the “Wheel
of Fortune” game, they will learn that God does not choose people based on
outward appearances and they do not have to be perfect people to be chosen by
God.

MATERIAL LIST

Wheel of Fortune wheel (workshop coordinator to provide)
Box (workshop coordinator to provide)
Clips or hooks (workshop coordinator to provide)
Game Board (workshop coordinator to provide)
Index cards (workshop coordinator to provide)
Lists of letters of the alphabet (workshop coordinator to provide)
Markers (teacher to gather from supply closet)
Paper and pens (teacher to gather from supply closet)
Score sheet (workshop coordinator to provide)

- Bibles (children to bring)

- Journals (shepherd to bring)

ROOM SET-UP

Move tables aside and place wheel on one table in middle of room. Line chairs
up in two teams on each side of the table.
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OUR ACTS

OBJECTIVE

The children will learn about how David, a shepherd boy, was chosen to be king
of Israel by listening to and acting out 1 Samuel 16:1-13. They will also
understand that God sees and understands things that we don’t know and that
God has a plan for us.

MATERIALS
- Video Camera and accessories (tripod, tape, cords)
Television/VCR
Olive oil flask
Backpack
Crown
Offering to God
Stuffed sheep
Biblical costumes
Copies of scripts with lines highlighted
Sealed envelopes with cards for sons/daughters
Bibles
Pencils
Journals

LESSON

Greet the children and introduce yourself. Explain the purpose of this workshop

and that they will be starring in and producing a drama about David. How many

of you are the youngest child in your family? (Accept answers) Great! Today we

are going to learn about David who was the youngest of eight boys. Even though
he was the youngest he was still chosen to be king of Israel because God knew

David’s heart was good and pure.

Have the children locate 1 Samuel 16:1-13. Read the passage aloud to the
children or let them take turns reading (for older grades). Then highlight or focus
on the Memory Verse

“The Lord said, People judge others by what they look like, but | judge
people by what is in their hearts.” | Samuel 16:7 CEV

Ask the children questions about the passage:

----l wonder why God chose David to be a king even though David was the
youngest? ( David has good qualities that will make him a good king such as
patience, love of God, fairness, intelligence etc.)
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----How do you think David’s brothers felt? (Surprised, jealous, glad to have a
king in the family, annoyed because now they can’t pick on him any more.)
----Has God ever chose you to do his work? (Examples of doing God’s work-
helping others etc.)

Now we will make a movie of the Lord choosing David to be King.

Actors needed: Lord (can be workshop leader), Samuel, town leaders, Jesse.
Sons/daughters pick 8 (more or less is appropriate). Don’t assign sons/daughters
names or designate one as David, instead give them sealed envelopes; inside
the envelope have a son’s or daughter’s name and a brief description of them.
For example: “My name is Shammah and | am honest/shy/hardworking etc. |
enjoy working with my hands and | am especially good at building. My favorite
food is olives.” (See suggestions at the end of lesson plan.) Include a description
of David in one envelope. When selecting parts give each son/daughter an
envelope but tell them not to open it until it is time to do that in the play. Make
sure to give David’'s envelope to one child even if all the son/daughter envelopes
are not distributed.

Everyone can have a part in the play adjust numbers as necessary.

Older children can act and read lines, for the younger ones or non-readers, the
teacher and/or shepherd can act as a narrator to cue the action and words from
the actors.

Practice the play at least once before filming. Don’t open the envelopes during
practice, save it for the real thing)

The Lord Chooses David to be King

(Video Taping Instructions: An old video camera that uses a VHS tape to record
is easiest to use. There is no messing with wires and TV hookups to view. After
you have finished taping, you remove the tape from the camera and put it in the
VCR for viewing on the TV. Before the workshop: Set up the camera on the
tripod. Position the camera so that it is in focus and at the right angle. Mark the
spot with masking tape (optional but helpful). Put the camera on “standby”. Leave
the camera set up or just off to the side, ready for use when needed. A shepherd
or youth helper can be the camera person after all is set up. The shepherd can
also eject the tape and get it ready to view in the TV/VCR.)

Play back the video and let the children look at the finished production. Ask them
Why do you think | didn’t assign David’s or Jesse’s children specific parts but left
it as a surprise? (accept answers) Good answers, one reason is to show how
we don’t always know God’s plan in advance. We can’t control everything
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that happens to us. God’s plans for us may come suddenly or as a
surprise. God chooses unlikely people to do God’s work.

If there is time.....Give each child an index card. Write down something special or
interesting about themselves that we can't see, (for example: | enjoy walking my
dog, | pray at night before | go to sleep...) This can be an interesting fact about
us that God knows because God knows our hearts not something that we can
see (for example, | have brown hair.) After the children write their cards shuffle
them, pull one out and read it. Everyone will try to guess who wrote the card.
Make sure shepherds and workshop leaders have also made a card.

Thank all the children for sharing those special things about themselves. Tell
them that God knows each one of us inside and out and has a special plan for
our lives. Pass out journals and have the children write in them.

Prayer:
Dear God, thank you for having a plan for us and for loving us for who we are
inside and not what we look like. Help us to do your work. Amen
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THE LORD CHOSE DAVID TO BE KING

Narrator: The Lord was in a bad mood, he was sorry that he had made Saul a
King.

Lord (looking grumpy): Samuel, | don’t think Saul should be king anymore. He is
not doing a good job. Don’t worry about it though. Pack up your olive oil and go
visit Jesse. One of his sons will be a good king.

Samuel: But God, if King Saul finds out he’ll be really mad and put me in jail!

Lord: Don’'t worry. Take a calf with you and tell everyone you are going to make
a sacrifice then invite Jesse to the sacrifice. When Jesse comes with his sons I'll
tell you which son will be king and you pour the olive oil on his head. See, isn’t
that easy!

Narrator: Samuel packs his back pack with olive oil and an offering and walks
to Bethlehem. When he gets to Bethlehem, he sees the town leaders and they
wonder if he has come to cause trouble.

Town leaders: Hey Samuel, are you here as a friend or as an enemy?

Samuel: I'm here as a friend. In fact, I've come to make a sacrifice to our Lord.
You are invited to come. Oh, here comes Jesse, he is invited too. Hi Jesse, come
to the sacrifice and bring your children too.

Narrator: Samuel sets up the sacrifice by preparing the sacrificial animal, cross
and olive oil. Jesse walks up with some of his children, the other half are left
behind.

Jesse: Hi Samuel, thanks for inviting me to the sacrifice. These are my oldest
children (points to children). Kids, meet Samuel, an old friend of mine.

Samuel: Look at that child (points to the tallest child), he is the tallest so he
must be the one God picked to be King.

Lord: | wouldn’t pick someone to be king just because they are tall.

Samuel: How about this one, (points to another child) he is so handsome or
this one who has a nice haircut?

Lord: Being handsome won’t make you a good king or a good person. People
judge others by what they look like but I'm God and | judge people by what is in
their hearts.
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Samuel: Do you have any other children that could come?

Jesse: Yes, they are at home, I'll call them. (Yells to children) Kids, put the
sheep away and come to the sacrifice. (other children come over.)

Narrator: Some of Jesse’s children were in the field taking care of sheep.
Every one waiting until they came.

Samuel: So Jesse, these are all your children?

Jesse: Yes, they are all here, even the youngest, little David the shepherd but
we all know you wouldn’t pick him. Ha, ha.

Lord: Like I said before, | choose people by what is in their hearts, not by what
they look like or how old they are.

Samuel: Let us find out who is the chosen one.

(Children line up and take turns opening and reading their envelopes.
After they are done reading....)

Eliab: | am the oldest son of Jesse. | have always been the boss and when | get
older I will inherit all my father’s land. I’'m good at math and | especially like
counting money. Oh, did | mention that | am considered very handsome!

Abinadab: I'm the second oldest. I'm also quite good looking but I'm jealous of
my brother because he gets all the attention and land because he is the oldest.

Shammah: I'm the third oldest. I'm kind of shy. | like to read a lot, I'm good at
drawing and | love animals. My favorite food is olives. | love to go to church with
my family.

David: I'm the youngest of eight boys. My chore is taking care of the sheep
each day. | try to do a good job for my father because he has given me a big
responsibility. 1 hope he is proud of me. When | take care of the sheep at night |
like to look at constellations.
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Son #4: I'm right in the middle. To get attention | like to pick on my little
brothers and fight with my older brothers. | am really very smart but sort of lazy.
My favorite food is pita bread with honey.

Son #5: I love to work as a messenger because | enjoy running to bring
messages to different people. | don't like sitting still. My favorite food is dates. |
keep a handful in my pocket for quick energy.

Son #6: | am studying to be a carpenter because | enjoy building and using my
hands. I'm glad | don’t have David’s job taking care of the sheep. | used to have
to watch the sheep before David was old enough to do it. Shepherd is the worst
job! But | love David, he is a great kid.

Son #7: No one ever pays attention to me because I'm not the youngest but not
near one of the big kids. | don’t know what | want to be when | grow up. Maybe a
farmer.

Lord: I have chosen David to be the King!

Narrator: Samuel pours olive oil on David’s head and then David felt God’s
spirit with him.

Lord: (places crown on David’s head) My spirit will be with you.

Everyone together: Praise the Lord!
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PRAY PER VIEW

OBJECTIVE

In this workshop, the learners will watch the video “Dave and the Giant Pickle” as
it tells the story of David and his battle with Goliath. The children will understand
that God chooses ordinary people to do God’s work in the world. David’s
deliverance comes from faith in one he identifies as “the living God.” He shows
us what it means to love God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind.

MATERIALS
Veggie Tales video “Dave and the Giant Pickle” or
Nest Entertainment “David and Goliath”
Popcorn, oil, popcorn bags
Pencils
Journals
Bibles

LESSON

Greet the children and introduce yourself. Remember that you are interacting
with a different group of students each week—some may not know you. Wear
your nametag and make sure that the children are wearing theirs.

Introduce the workshop with the following: “Today we will watch a video called
‘Dave and the Giant Pickle.” This video shows us how a little shepherd boy
named Dave feels when his big brothers head off to defend their country, leaving
Dave behind with the sheep. ‘Big people do big things and little people do little
things’ they told him. Well, they are in for the surprise of their lives.

But first, we will read the story from our Bible. Have them locate 1 Samuel 17 1-
50. You may have them read from the passage or for sake of time, you may want
to tell the story yourself using the following:

Israel was a nation trying to grow and prosper and at the same time defend land
that they believed belonged to them. The battles took place in deserts, valleys
and the mountains.

The Israelites in this story have made camp on a hill over looking Elah Valley and
on the other side of the river valley the Philistines have set up their camp. The
Philistines are a tribe of people that are known for their height.

The leader of the Israel Army is Saul. Saul has not been a good leader for this
army because they have not yet been able to defeat the Philistines. Saul is
waiting for someone to step up and help him make a decision. The Israel Army is
filled with soldiers that are afraid of the Philistines due to their military might and
height.

One of the main leaders of the Philistine army is a man named Goliath. Goliath
is very tall. In one book we are told he is over 9 feet, and in other books we are
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told he is over 7 feet. For this time in history, anyone over 6 feet is considered
tall! Goliath is a brave solider who has bronze armor to cover his head, chest,
and legs that weigh over 125 pounds! (Imagine you carrying not only your own
book bag but that of 15 of your friends) He has a bronze sword and a spear that
weigh up to 15 pounds. He has a soldier that walks in front of him with his shield
that is also bronze and very heavy.

Goliath got tired of waiting for the Israel army to fight. So he goes down to the
river bed and shouts loudly a challenge. He yells that he is the best soldier of the
Philistine army and that the best solider of the Israel army should come over and
fight him. The man who loses this battle promises his people will become slaves
to the other side.

This challenge frightens the army of Israel and no one knows what to do. They
have no one who can defeat Goliath. They do not reply.

There was a man by the name of Jesse (who if we had time to draw a family tree
— we would see that Jesus was related to this man.) Jesse had 8 sons. He was
an old man who lived in Bethlehem. Three of his sons had gone off to fight in this
war for Israel. While they were away fighting for Israel the youngest son, David,
was given the responsibility to watch over the flocks of sheep, since his Dad was
too old to watch the sheep. David was very strong. He was not afraid to be out
watching the sheep alone. He did however want to be with his brothers and fight
in the war. He asked his Dad if he could go and join his three brothers. Jesse
told him he was too young and he had responsibilities here. David understood
and did not ask his father again about going to fight.

Meanwhile the two armies are still camped out and no fighting has occurred.
Goliath comes out each day and issues his challenge about the best solider
coming over to fight him. He does this for 40 days!

Jesse gets a message that the soldiers need food and that they are running low
on supplies. He tells David to go and take food to his brothers. The journey to
the military camp is over 15 miles. David gets up early the next morning and
begins his journey to take supplies to his brothers. Remember he is not afraid to
walk alone, because he believes the Lord will protect him. He also has fought
lions and bears when they threatened the sheep.

David arrives at the military camp just about the time that Goliath is yelling about
the best solider needs to come over and fight him. Goliath yells that the Israel
Army is full of cowards, and they know he is a better solider and will beat whom
ever they send down to fight him.

David searches for his brothers and asks how they are doing. They give David a
hard time and tell him he should not be here, he is too young and may get hurt.
He should be home watching the little sheep. They do not like the fact that he
might be in danger. David explains that he is here to bring food as their father
told him to do. David also asks questions about the tall man yelling at the army.
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His brothers tell him it is none of his business and that he should run back home
now and tell their father they appreciate the food.

David does not follow the directions of his brothers as he does his father. He
continues to walk around and ask other soldiers what is going on with this large
man. David gets angry because he takes Goliath’s threats as a threat to not only
Israel but to their God! The soldiers tell David that King Saul has promised that
who ever Kills Goliath will receive a large sum of money, get to marry the king’s
daughter and his people will not have to pay taxes to King Saul.

David asks his brothers another question. He wants to know where he can find
King Saul, because he wants to let him know that he will kill Goliath, he is not
afraid and is really up set at how the Israel army is acting so cowardly. David’'s
brothers give him a hard time and tell him he should go home and stop asking
guestions.

David walks away from his brothers and several other soldiers show him where
King Saul’s tent is.

When David meets King Saul he calls him your Majesty. He shares his view of
how he can kill Goliath and is very angry that no one has tried yet because he is
insulting not only King Saul, the army, Israel but their God. King Saul, at first talks
down to David, calling him a young boy who would be killed instantly by this
Giant Goliath.

David tells King Saul that he is not afraid. The Lord has protected me from lions
and bears as | have watched over our sheep. | am strong! | have killed lions and
bears with only my hands. | have faith that the Lord will help me with this evil
person.

Saul finally agrees and tells David he hopes the Lord will be with him, but just in
case — please take my sword and armor to help protect you.

David did as Saul instructed, but David could not walk around in the heavy
armor. The sword was too long and he had trouble keeping his balance.

David said, this is too much | cannot even move in this stuffl So he took it off and
went down to the river and found five smooth river stones and placed them in his
leather pouch on his waist to use with his slingshot.

With the sling and stones ready, David walked toward Goliath. Goliath began
walking toward him, but he made sure the soldier with his shield was in front of
him. When Goliath saw that it was just a boy coming toward him, he laughed
and made fun of David.

Do you think I am a dog, yelled Goliath? You come toward me with a stick?
David yelled back that he was not afraid of him with all of his armor, and sword.
That he came to fight him in the name of the Lord who would protect him.
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Goliath laughed and began to run toward David.

David ran toward Goliath and pulled out a stone and placed it in his slingshot.

He slung the stone and hit Goliath on his forehead where there was not armor to
protect him. He cracked his skull and Goliath fell down and died. David ran over
and took Goliath’s sword and cut off his head and showed it to the armies that
were watching the fight!

The Philistines were the ones who were now afraid and they began to run away.
The army of Israel followed them.

David became a hero! He had used his strength and his faith to conquer the evil
man.

15 and 2" grade: Veggie Tales “Dave and the Giant Pickle”

Before beginning the video, talk about the differences they will see between the
Veggie Tale version and the Bible version. Tell the children: “While you're
watching the video, notice what the king is like and notice how the characters
treat each other. Would you want to be friends with any of them?

Begin the video and stop it at the intermission—the introduction to the musical
selection (“Silly Songs with Larry”)—and discuss the movie thus far. [Fast
forward past the musical selection to where the story begins again.]

Discussion questions:
Who was Dave? What qualities/characteristics has he displayed so far?
How would you describe him?

Name some other characters in the story. What qualities/characteristics
are they displaying so far? How would you describe them?

Name some ways people get us to do things we do not want to do.

What do you think will happen next?

Play the other part of the video. Ask them to look for the challenge that is faced
by Dave. Think of times when you faced a challenge and how God helped you
face it.”

Upon completion of the video, use the following talking points to lead the children
in a discussion:

What was Dave’s problem?

How did Dave find a solution?

Did Dave solve his problem on his own? If not, how was Dave able to
face such a giant foe? (Dave called on God for help.)

Was Dave expecting to be the one who would face the giant?
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Any additional questions or comments about the video?

We can see how God can help us in many different challenging situations, even
when we are not expecting it. Think about some challenges, or some “giants,”
which you have defeated with God’s help. How has this video helped you decide
how you might face your next big challenge even though you feel too young or
too little? How can you get help when there are difficult challenges you are
facing in your home, school, or community?

39— 5" grade: Play the Nest Entertainment video of “David and Goliath”

Discussion questions after the movie

0 Who did David trust more than anything? (Lord)

o What weapons did David use to kill Goliath? (faith, stone and strength)

o What was David’s job while his brothers were off fighting? (Shepard)

- With all of the armor and shield, why was David able to kill Goliath for the
Israel army? (David used what was on the inside, his strength and faith in
God. He was not afraid because he knew God would protect him as he
had done when he fought the wild animals.)

What represented the outside world when King Saul tried to help David
prepare to fight Goliath? (The extra armor and sword of the regular military
— but it was too heavy and did not fit him.)

What made David mad when he reached the military camp where his
brothers were? (That no one seemed insulted by Goliath’s challenge. That
the army had become cowards and that the king was not leading them.)
How did David handle his fear?

Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils. Have the children write
in their journals : Who is your hero today? Why this person? What makes them
strong? or Have them name a challenge for which they might need God’s help.

PRAYER

Dear God, sometimes we are afraid and discouraged. Thank you for being there

to help us wherever we go, and for always being with us when we face our own
giants. Amen.
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TABERNACLE

OBJECTIVE

The children will chronicle the life of David, focusing on his later years as he was
King David was one of the greatest men who ever lived in the history of Israel.
He was the second king of Israel (just the two southern tribes), the first king of
the United Kingdom of Israel (of all twelve tribes), a psalmist, a musician, the
founder of the city of Jerusalem and the spiritual founder of the Temple (his son,
Solomon, actually built the Temple). As well, the prophet, Nathan (who spoke for
God) promised him that David’s kingdom was eternal and would last forever.
They will understand what the Messiah is and how he is related to David.

The children will use a Computer Program to understand that the kingdom of
David is the foundation for an eternal promise of hope, based on the knowledge
that there is always a future king in the making for Israel. Whether that hope is
resurrected in the exile or the person of Jesus, the reference looks back to
Nathan’s oracle to David where the Lord says “He shall build a house for my
name, and | will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.”

SCRIPTURE
Most of David’s story is found from | Samuel 16-31, all of Il Samuel and | Kings
1-2.

MEMORY VERSE

2 Samuel 7:12-13
When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, | will
raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and
| will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and | will
establish the throne of his kingdom forever.

MATERIALS
- Bible Dictionary
Pathways to Jerusalem Software and Teacher Guide
Big Screen TV
Computer in classroom
Class set of worksheets
Bibles
Pencils and paper
Journals

Note to Teacher: You must queue up the Computer Activity prior to the beginning
of the lesson.
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LESSON

Welcome the children and explain that today they will be hearing the story of
David'’s life, focusing on his later years. Kind David was on of the greatest men
who ever lived in the history of Israel. He was the second king of Israel (just the
two southern tribes), the first king of the United Kingdom of Israel (of all twelve
tribes), a psalmist, a musician, the founder of the city of Jerusalem also called
the City of David and the spiritual founder of the Temple (his son, Solomon,
actually built the Temple).

Have the children locate | Samuel: 16-31 and Il Samuel. Explain that this is
where the story of David lies. Have them locate the Memory Verse and discuss.

Tell the story of David:

King David was the greatest king that Israel ever had. The first king was named
Saul, but he only ruled over the southern tribes of Israel. As well, he fell out of
favor with the Lord. The Lord picked David when he was a young boy, sending
the prophet Samuel to choose him from his seven brothers and anoint him as the
future king.

One of the earliest stories of David’s bravery was his battle with Goliath. The
nation of Israel, led by King Saul, was battling with the Philistines. The Philistines
controlled all of the metal work in the region so that every nation was dependent
on them. During one battle as the Philistine and Israelite armies squared off.
Suddenly, an enormous man named Goliath emerged on the field. He was
almost ten feet tall, wore a bronze helmet and was covered with armor. The only
flesh showing was on his face. He called out to the Israelites and challenged
them to the following: send just one warrior out to face a one-on-one battle.
Whoever was alive at the end would win a victory for his side.

Now young David was charged with bringing lunch to his brothers on the
battlefield. When he heard Goliath’s challenge, he offered to be the one. While
everyone laughed at his childish courage, David proclaimed that the Lord had
already protected him from lions and bears while he shepherded his father’s
sheep. He persuaded King Saul to let him fight Goliath. He carried his
shepherd’s staff, chose five smooth stones and grabbed his sling. He marched
onto the battlefield, slung a stone at Goliath, hit him right in the middle of his
forehead and killed him. The Israelites raced onto the battlefield and pursued the
Philistine army all the way back to a few encampments along the coast.

When King Saul died, David was 37 years old. He first became king of just the
southern tribes and then was able to persuade the northern tribes to join him.
David was the first king to reign over a United Kingdom of Israel. He chose a
neutral city that neither side claimed as his capital. It was Jerusalem, later
known as the City of David.
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Once David was firmly established in Jerusalem, he wanted to make the city not
only the capital of the nation of Israel. He wanted it to be permanent site for the
seat of their Hebrew faith. He wanted to build a Temple to honor the Lord. But
God did not want a temple; God was very satisfied with living in the tabernacle,
the tent that moved from place to place in the wilderness during the Exodus. So
God spoke to the prophet Nathan, who then spoke to David.

What does this mean? God promised David that his kingdom, the nation of Israel,
would last forever. There would always be a king of Israel and that king would always
be able to trace his bloodline back to David. This would become important when the
people of Israel loose their nation in 300 years and are forced to live in exile in Assyria
and Babylon. That promise of an eternal kingdom gave them hope for their return.
That promise became a vision for a messiah: someone who would deliver them from
foreign oppression and would restore the nation of Israel to its greatness under King
David. As you will see later in the lesson, Jesus Christ would be the messiah and
would be able to trace his bloodline back to King David.

Now David was not a perfect man. He made some terrible choices that ended up
creating obstacles for him the rest of his life. He made a big mistake and
arranged for a man named Uriah to be killed on the battlefield. The Lord was
very displeased with David; he reminded David that when David did something
sinful, that the Lord would punish him. Nevertheless, the Lord almost promised
steadfast love and never withdrew support for David. What happened to David
after this? David had eight sons and no plan for who would succeed him. When
his son Absalom decided to lead a revolt against David to claim the throne, David
was forced to join in battle. Absalom was killed. On his deathbed, another son
tried to make himself King until Bathsheba and Nathan heard about it. They
maneuvered to have Solomon put on the throne. David must have felt as if he
was running an obstacle course.

Now comes the final chapter of David’s life. He is old; at the age of 70, he has
reigned for 30 years. One son was named Adonijah (from his wife, Haggith ---
men were allowed to have multiple wives at the time). He decided to take
actions to take over the throne when his father died. He started to do the things
that a prince does when he is about to take the throne. Nathan went to
Bathsheba and plotted to get Solomon on the throne. And they succeeded.

In the final chapter of this story, David’s dynasty did indeed live on. The legacy of
David is the creation of a dynasty that culminates in Jesus Christ, the Messiah.
1000 years later, a child was born who proclaimed that he was the messiah, the
one whom Israel had been waiting for, the one who would deliver them. And to
prove it, two of the gospel writers, Matthew and Luke, include the family tree of
Jesus Christ. And guess who is in it? David! To show that you came from the
bloodline of David was proof that you could even be considered to be the
messiah. The name of this family tree is called the Jesse Tree, after David’s
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father. The prophet Isaiah said that the messiah would come from the stump of
Jesse. The family tree from David to Jesus Christ spans 1000 years

You can see that when God promised to give David a dynasty that would last
forever, God meant it. That dynasty became a promise of a messiah who
became Jesus Christ, who was also the Son of God. I'll bet that David never
dreamed that would happen.

Computer Activity

King David was one of the greatest men who ever lived in the history of Israel.
He was the second king of Israel, the first king of the United Kingdom of Israel (of
all twelve tribes), a psalmist, a musician, the founder of the city of Jerusalem and
the spiritual founder of the Temple (his son, Solomon, actually built the Temple).

As well, the prophet, Nathan (who spoke for God) promised him that David’s
kingdom was eternal and would last forever.

What did that mean?
1. David would be king and so would his sons and their sons and their

2. Even if David sinned, which he did, God would not withdraw support for
David, but would extend steadfast love.

3. David’s kingdom promised that Israel would always exist, even when the
people of Israel didn'’t live in their own country anymore and foreigners did.

4. Eventually, there would be someone from the bloodline of David who would
somehow deliver the nation of Israel. He would be known as the messiah.

So, what does messiah mean?
Look this word up in the Bible dictionary.
Discuss its definition.
Discuss the relationship between David as the founder of the concept of
messiah and Jesus as the fulfillment of messiah.

One of the greatest things that David did was to establish the city of Jerusalem
as the capital. He had first been crowned the king of Israel, meaning just the
southern tribes. Through his political abilities, he was able to get the other ten
tribes to the north to join him. He became the first king of a united Israel. And
when it came time to pick a capital city, he chose one that wasn’t in the
boundaries of any tribe: Jerusalem.

We are going to meet King David and go with him on a tour of Jerusalem. We
will see some very famous sites for Christians. Maybe sometime in your own
lives you will go to the Holy Land and see Jerusalem for yourself. This will be
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your first glimpse. Hopefully, its images will stay in your memory and you will
think of them during every Holy Week leading up to Easter.

You will navigate the program and begin Pathways tour of Jerusalem. The tour
will take approximately 25 minutes.

Begin by inserting CD #1 and clicking on King David. He will give a short intro
and ask you to insert CD #2.

****As you proceed through this journey if you need to pause, jump ahead or go
backwards, click on the King David Stone in the bottom left hand corner *****

You will be taken to the INTRO of King David. As David speaks you will notice he
is holding a harp as he loved music. The statue on the right is a famous sculpture
of King David carved by the great Renaissance artist, Michelangelo. This
segment highlights Israel’s History from tribes to Judges to Nation-State Tribal
Map. When David is done speaking, a brown tab will appear on the left side of
the screen and a Source book will appear. Click on the book and it will take you
to Psalm 137, written by David.

When David is finished speaking in the Intro, the program will take you to the City
Of David. Here, David discusses how he conquered Jerusalem. When the brown
sidebar appears click on the source book to hear a verse about how he
conquered. Then click on the Legend/Lamp to hear the story of “The Two
Brothers and the Threshing Floor”

The program will then proceed to Solomon’s Temple. Here, David discusses the
Temple and his son Solomon. David will ask you if you want to hear the story of
Bathsheba and click “Yes”. (He doesn’t talk about adultery, just the fact that he
liked her, sent her husband to war to be killed and then married her)

The program will then take you to Illustrations about the Temple which are
interesting. Be sure to click on the Source, Discovery and the Legend/Lamp to
hear those little bits.

At the end of Solomon’s Temple, click on the King David Stone and with the right
arrow, advance past Area G, Gihon Spring, and Broadwall, to King David Hotel.
Here, King David wraps up the tour and talks a little about what Jerusalem is like
today. (The areas you bypassed are too detailed for 1% — 5™ graders.)

Answer any questions the children might have. Can they summarize the tour?
Discuss what it would have been like to live in David’s City. Discuss the
difference between the real David and the one portrayed in the tour. What do
they imagine he would have really been like?
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JOURNALS
Have the shepherds pass out the journals

PRAYER

Dear God, thank you so much for knowing how to work with imperfect people.
You promised David that his kingdom would never end. You also said that if he
sinned, he would be punished, but you would never stop loving him. Your grace
will carry us each through a lot of hard times. Your steadfast love endures
forever. Amen
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THOU ART

OBJECTIVE

The students will learn the story of two friends, David and Jonathan and
understand what it means to love God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind. They will be creating a friendship chain and making friendship
bracelets.

MATERIALS
- 20-25 strips of 1"x5” colored construction paper
Copies of the 4 situations for exercise
Copies of friendship bracelet diagram
Markers
Embroidery Floss
Masking tape
Scissors
Ruler
Bibles
Journals

LESSON

Gather the children together and tell them that today they will hear a story from
the Bible about two young men who were best friends. They did things for each
other that friends often do for one another. One of the characters in the story may
be familiar to them—David. They have already heard two stories about him, and
this one is another in David’s life as a young man as he grows to become king
one day. As they listen, encourage them to relate the story of this special
friendship to friendships they have shared in their own lives.

Have the children locate | Samuel 18:1-9, 20, 1b-7, 20-42 and read the story of
Jonathan and David. Focus on the Memory Verse 1 Samuel 18:1b:

“. .. the soul of Jonathan was bound to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved
him as his own soul.”

When finished, talk a little about the story using the following:

Who was David’s best friend?

What is the relationship between Jonathan and Saul?

What were some gifts that Jonathan gave to David?

What did Jonathan promise to do for David?

How did Jonathan keep his promise?

What did David promise to do for Jonathan?

How did David keep his promise?

What do you think this story tells us about how God wants us to be a
friend?
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Focus on their friendship and how important it was to each of them. Also focus
on how much they cared for each other and took care of each other. Bring it full
circle with how important it is for us to honor the friendships that God brings into
our lives. Talk a little about friends and friendships of the children in the class.

Lead the discussion with the following:

How does someone you meet become your friend?
What are some things that build strong friendships?
What are some things that destroy friendships?
Who are your friends?

What are some traits your friends have?

What traits do you have?

What do you like about your friends?

Form four groups. Give each group a different situation from the ones provided.
Have groups write suggestions for the characters in their situation on
construction paper strips. When groups are ready, have them each read aloud
their situation and tell what suggestions they made. Have other groups add any
other ideas. You and the shepherd may direct the 9roup discussions, but not lead
it. Let kids draw their own conclusions.) 1% and 2" graders may do better in 1 or
two groups with help from you and the shepherd.

Situation 1:

Fifth grader Roberta has moved to a new school where she doesn®fit in at all.
With her short, plain hairstyle, she looks like a boy. That was fine in cowboy
country where she lived before. But in the city, the girls have longer hair and
dress very differently. Some of the boys have even begun to tease her. Roberta
has always been a good student, but now she feels so bad about herself that her
grades are slipping. How could you be a true friend to Roberta?

Situation 2:

Freddy, a guy in your class is in the hospital with cancer. Freddy® best friend
won®go to the hospital because it@ be embarrassing not knowing what to do or
say. You aren®close friends with Freddy, but you know who he is. What can you
do to be a true friend to Freddy?

Situation 3:

Over the summer, you become friends with Cindy, who is in a wheelchair. When
school starts, you want to help Cindy become a part of your group. But every
time you try to include Cindy in a conversation or game, your friends find
something else to do. One day your friends tell you to stop hanging around Cindy
or they® stop being your friends. How can you be a true friend to your old friends
and to Cindy?
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Situation 4:

Working together doing lawns, you and James become good friends. Although
James doesn®go to church, he seems nice. One day James says to you, "Would
you still be my friends if you knew my dad was in prison?" You can tell James is
really concerned about how you® respond so you try to make him feel better,
"Sure. 1t® no problem, “you say.

When your sister begins to date James@lder brother, you wonder whether you
should tell your sister what you know about James@lad. How can you be a true
friend to James and to your sister?

Say: All of these situations help us understand what it means to be a true friend.
What are some qualities of a true friend we have talked about? Write friendship
gualities on colored strips of construction paper (1 quality/strip). Tape strips
together to form a friendship chain. Tape the Friendship Chain up in the THOU
ART room, adding to the length after every week.

MAKING A FRIENDSHIP BRACELET

The children will now make Friendship Bracelets to remind them of the friendship
of David and Jonathan. Explain that we will be using knots in our Friendship
Bracelets. Knots are a symbol of unity, a bond that cannot be broken as in a
Friendship.

Directions for Bracelets for 1% — 3" grade:

1. Have each child pick a friend to work with

2. Give each child six 24” strands of various colored embroidery thread

3. Hold the six strands together with the ends matched up, then tie an overhand
knot one inch from the end.

4. Have one child hold the knotted end tightly. Have the other child hold the free
end and twist the threads repeatedly in the same direction until it is VERY
tightly wound.

5. Have the child that was twisting, pinch the twisted band in the center and fold it

in half so that the free end matches up with the knotted end.

. Release the center and the band will automatically twist back on itself.

. Slip the loose ends through the loop (the pinch point) at the opposite end of

the band. Tie a knot to secure the bracelet, knot again and trim the ends.

~N O

Repeat with the other child holding the bracelet.

Directions for 4™ and 5™ grade:

1. Give each child 4 colors of Embroidery floss 25” long, masking tape and a
copy of the directions

2. Hold the 4 strands together and tie a knot 1 %2” from the top.

3. Tape the knotted end to a table and separate the 4 colors of floss.

4. Follow Diagram 1 through 4 on the direction sheet
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5. When bracelet is as long as you want, gather the strings and tie a knot to
secure. Tie bracelet together.

JOURNAL
Have the shepherd pass out the journals

PRAYER

Dear God, thank you for friends and having kids contribute some of the qualities
of the good friends they included on their Friendship bracelet and the paper
Friendship chain. Friends are important and you have shown us that in the story
of David and Jonathan. Amen

Conclude the prayer with the Memory verse.
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FUN & GODLY STUFF

OBJECTIVE

The children will be able to re-tell the story of Samuel anointing David as King
and understand what it means to be anointed by oil. They will learn that God
does not choose people based on outward appearances and they do not have to
be perfect people to be chosen by God. Sometimes God does the unexpected!

MATERIALS

Box

Clips or hooks
Envelopes

Game Board

Game Wheel or Spinner
Index cards

Lists of letters of the alphabet
Markers

Paper

Pens

Score sheet

Advance Preparation Requirements

Prepare a "Wheel of Fortune" game. A game board can be made from a
large sheet of foam core or out of wood. It needs to have four rows of
eleven places to which 3" x 5" index cards can be clipped. Hooks or clips
can be used for this purpose.

You will need a game wheel or at least a spinner from an old board game
adapted for this purpose. On the spinner mark one space with the words
"Lose Turn," and another with the word, "Bankrupt.” Print point amounts
on the remaining spaces. Note: If you have a member of your church who
is willing to make a game wheel, it® a wonderful piece of equipment you
will use again and again. I®e seen them made out of bicycle wheels and
others out of wood. | gave a man in our church pictures of game wheels |
pulled off the Internet, and he designed his own.

Write out index cards with letters on them spelling out phrases for the
game. Store each card in a separate envelope. Use the following:

Fill your horn with oil (Verse 1)
"Anoint as king the man 1 tell you to" (Verse 3)

Samuel went to Bethlehem (Verse 4)
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Jesse® son Eliab (Verse 6)

Abinadab (Verse 8)

Shammah (Verse 9)

Seven sons (Verse 10)

The youngest son (Verse 11)

Are all your sons here? (Verse 11)

The spirit of the Lord took control of David
David, the youngest, a shepherd

The Lord looks on the heart (Verse 8)

Rise and anoint him; for this is the one (Verse 12)

LESSON

Introduce yourself and share three things about yourself that are not obvious by
looking at you. Explain to the kids that only God knows you well enough to know
all these things. Divide the class into groups of three and ask them to take turns
describing what they see when they look at the people in their group. Ask how
that is different from what God can see when looking at us.

Explain that today we will be talking about David and the anointing of David by
Samuel. Have the children locate the story of Samuel and David in the Bible.
Ask them to look in the index of their Bibles and see if they can guess where this
story might be found. Then turn together to the sixteenth chapter of 1 Samuel.
Tell the story of Samuel anointing David. Have the older children take turns
reading the story from their Bibles.

Discuss the story:

How did Samuel know how to find a new king for Israel?
What was surprising about this story?

Why didn®Samuel choose one of the older sons of Jesse?
What does it mean to anoint someone with oil?

How is it done?

Why do you think David was chosen? Was he perfect?
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Today we are going to play "Wheel of Fortune." Use a game board, a game
wheel or spinner, and index cards containing pre-written key words and phrases
from the story. Divide the class into teams. Provide each team with a list of the
letters of the alphabet and a pen so they can keep track of the letters guessed.
Give each team a score sheet.

The Game:

The "host" selects an envelope. One player on the first team spins the wheel. If
the spinner stops on a point space, the player guesses a letter. Only consonants
can be guessed on a spin. Vowels must be bought. If the letter is part of the
phrase, one can spin again or buy a vowel if enough points have been
accumulated. Points accumulate depending upon the frequency of the letter
occurring in the phrase. For example, if the point space is 100, and the letter
occurs twice, the total score of that guess would be 200. When a vowel is
bought, it costs 250 points, whether that vowel occurs once, several times, or is
not in the phrase. The player® turn continues until he/she solves the puzzle,
guesses wrong, or lands on "Lose Turn" or "Bankrupt." "Bankrupt" means that
the person or team loses all accumulated points and the other team takes a turn.
If a player guesses wrong, the turn passes to the other team. The player/team
solving the puzzle is the winner of that round, and the only one that gets points
for that round. The winner is the one that has the most points at the end of the
three rounds.

Activity 2

Review the memory verse, 1 Samuel 16:7. Break it into three parts (see below)
and assign a phrase to three different groups. Have each group say the verse
beginning very softly with each group saying their phrase a little bit louder than
the previous one.

"But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of
his stature,"

"because | have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see;"
"they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart."

Activity 3

God knew David, and God knows each of us even better than we know
ourselves. Offer paper and markers or pens and invite the children to write down
something about themselves that no one in the room knows about them.
Younger children could draw a picture or whisper it to an adult who writes it
down. Suggest that this could be something they like to do, a place they have
been, something surprising about them, and so forth. Place the papers in a box.
Then the workshop leader could draw them out one at a time and ask everyone
to try to guess the person who wrote the statement. Since the teacher will be
reading these, any "sensitive" ones might be omitted.
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Pass out the journals and ask the children to write about a time in their lives
when they were chosen for something special.

PRAYER
Dear God, thank you for having a plan for us and for loving us for who we are
inside and not what we look like. Help us to do your work. Amen
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SHOPPING LIST

OUR ACTS
Video Camera and accessories
- tripod, tape, cords
Television/VCR
Biblical costumes
Olive oil flask
Backpack
Crown
Offering to God
Stuffed sheep
Copies of scripts with lines highlighted
Sealed envelopes with cards for sons/daughters

PRAY PER VIEW
Video David & Goliath (Nest Entertainment)
David and the Big Pickle (Veggie Tales)
Children’s Bible

TABERNACLE
Bible Dictionary
Pathways to Jerusalem Software
Any graphics program
Computer in classroom

THOU ART
20-25 strips of 1"x5” colored construction paper (teacher to make with
paper supplied by workshop coordinator)
Embroidery Floss, Hemp
Beads
Masking tape

FUN & GODLY STUFF
- Wheel of Fortune wheel
- Box
- Clips or hooks
- Game Board
- Index cards
- Lists of letters of the alphabet
- Score sheet
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